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THAI PRESS REPORT ON 14 JULY ARMED ATTACK DENIED 
BKO10930 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 GMT 31 Jul 86 


[Text] Lao Ambassador to France Thongsai Phothisan has rejected a report 
published by BANGKOK WORLD on 17 July accusing between 30 and 40 Lao soldiers 
of attacking Ban Huai Pong in Thailand's Phayao Province on 14 July. 


In his statement Thongsai Phothisan stated that the report was fabricated 

by the Thai side in its effort to shift the attention of the Thai masses from 
the current difficult and complex political situation. He also said that 
Laos has neve: provoked Thailand. On the contrary, over the past 10 years 
Thai hostilities against the LPDR have increased with each passing day. These 
include the disturbance of tranquillity along the Lao-Thai border, the inter- 
ception and ambushing of Lao passenger boats along the Mekong River, and the 
sending of Thai troops and spies to invade Laos. In the past 2 years Thai 
authorities have invaded and occupied Lao villages in Sayaboury Province. Thai 
troops now continuc to occupy many strategic areas along the Lao-Thai border 
in the area, thus prolonging the tense situation. 


Ambassador Thongsai Phothisan also said in his statement that to resolve this 
problems, the LPDR will continue to propose talks between the two countries. 
Particularly, a proposal was advanced by the Lao side on 6 June, 
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ARTICLE LAUDS CHAMPASSAK GUERRILLA-MILITIA FORCES 


BKO30616 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0430 GMT 29 Jul 86 


[Article: "Ten Years of Consolidating and Strengthening of the Regional 
Forces of Champassak Province™] 


[Text] The call of the party and country to consolidate the people's 
administrative power during the past 10 years since the liberation of the 
country is the first priority task of our country. Champassak Province shares 
several kilometers of common border with Thailand, where exiled Lao reaction- 
aries have taken refuge and have been trained to return to our country to sub- 
vert and destroy our people's new regime. To fulfill the noble task of the 
party and country in the new period, the provincial party committee and 
administrative committee have unanimously striven to consolidate and build 

the regional forces throughout the province. As a matter of fact, over 

the past 10 years the province has regarded the task of consolidating and 
building the regional forces an important primary responsibility by assigning 
the provincial military command to carry it out in a correct and strict manner. 
Their first step has been to strengthen the command machinery of the regional 
forces from the provincial down to the district and canton levels. Then, 

they have recruited and assigned men to many units. After assigning forces to 
each unit, the regional forces service of the provincial military command 
sends military instructors and political cadres to each district to carry out 
military training and political study. In 1985 and the first half of 1986, each 
regional unit engaged in two or three political training sessions and at least 
two military training programs. 


An indication of the advancement of the regional forces in this province is 
that guerrilla-militia units in each district throughout the province are 
fully organized with a command system and mobile and stationary companies. 
In all 10 districts in the province, cadres, combatants, (?and workers) are 
fully armed and capable of defending their territory. Moreover, they are 
also capable of carrying out prompt action against any infiltrators. These 
guerrilla-militia forces have also made significant contributions to 
building foundations among the people throughout the province. They have 
become the elements encouraging the people to appreciate the party's Line in 
each period and to switch from the individual rice-farming system to collec- 
tivization at the same time, the guerrilla-militia forces in the province 
also act as vanguard forces in repairing communications routes and repairing 














and building local public facilities such as schools and hospitals. That 

is why in the past 10 years security has been basically maintained in this 
province while the people's foundations have scored many new achievements in 
various fields. So far, a number of districts have been hailed for their 
outstanding national defense and public security performances, namely 
Bachiangchaleunsouk, Soukhouma, and Mounlapamok. There are now 21 model 
cantons, 24 strong cantons, 91 model villages, and 98 strong villages throughout 
the province. This phenomenon clearly shows that Champassak Province is now 
sufficiently capable of carrying out public security work in each period. 


To enable the guerrilla-militia ranks to be rich in their revolutionary nature 
and to maintain a high level of capability, the district military command 

of each district pays close attention to educating guerrilla-militiamen to 
participate in party organizations and to understand the overall and ad hoc 
objectives of the party in each period and to encouraging party membership 
among guerrilla-nilitia forces to help build their own units and to score 

as many achievements as possible to welcome the forthcoming fourth party 
congress. 
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RADIO SCORLS PRASONG OVER AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


BKO31433 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0530 GMT 2 Aug 86 
("Talk": "“Prasong Sunsiri and the Human Rights Group in Thailand") 


[Text] Respected listeners, he who likes to kick up a row with and throws 

the blame on other people cannot stay without engaging in a quarrel or making 
a charge against other people. Who is the one? It is no one other than 
Prasong Sunsiri, secretary general of the Thai National Security Council, who 
has more experience than anyone else in quarreling with and slandering other 
people. For when this man is not making charges against neighboring countries, 
he engages in arguments with the people in his country. 





As everyone is aware, in mid-June Prasong Sunsiri charged Laos with sending 
soldiers to intrude into Thai territory and killing Lao refugees in Huai Pong 
village, Chiang Kham District, Phayao Province. He even brought this accusa- 
tion to the attention of the United Nations. But, the issue did not draw 
anyone's attention because it is groundless. Later, he also accused Laos 

of sending troops to reinforce forces in a border area adjacent to Thailand's 
Nan Province in preparing to launch attacks into Thai territory. This was an 
unbelievable accusation. News of this accusation against Laos was still fresh 
when Prasong Sunsiri created disturbances in the country by blaming the human 
rights group of the Amnesty International organization in Thailand for provid- 
ing the organization with information about the torturing of three Cambodian 
refugees by Thai Task Force-80 soldiers, information which had spread throughout 
the world. 


To save his fac« following the vicious acts against the refugees and to ask 

for more aid so that he can continue to earn a living off the refugees, 
immediately after the news of the torturing of the refugees by Thai soldiers 
was disclosed to the world through the Amnesty International organization, 
headquartered in London, capital of England, Prasong Sunsiri even showed up 

to dery the news report. Moreover, he even made a slanderous charge against 
the Amnesty International in Thailand by saying that the organization has 
contacted with members of the communist party. In addition, he even mentioned 
tha’: agents of the Communist Party of Thaiiand have been involved in the opera- 
tions of at least three of seven human rights groups in Thailand. He then 
threatened to arrest a husband and his wife who have worked in the Amnesty 
International organization in Thailand on the charge of giving false information 





to a foreign country. He even pointed out that the couple joined the 
Communist Party of Thailand and that they failed to report to officials 

when they returned home after the incidents of 6 October 1976. But, all the 
charges uttered by Prasong Sunsiri were denied by the Amnesty International 
organization of Thailand branch which reiterated that none of the total of 
more than 30 members of the organization has defecied to the forests and that 
the Thai office of the organization has not given any information to the head- 
quarters in London, because such a practice is against the regulations 
which absolutely prohibit members in the country where there is a violation 
of human rights from becoming involved in an incident occurring in their 
country. A further report said that more than 10 persons accused of working 
as agents of the Communist Party of Thailand, as so-called by the Thai press, 
would be arrested in Thailand after the elections which have just concluded. 


411 this clearly points out to the Thai people the fact that Prasong Sunsiri 
is the type of person who likes to kick up a row with other people. Al] that 
he says is likely to slander other people, throw the blame on other people, 
and force other people to accept a charge whether it is true or not. This 
can be clearly seen through his accusation against the Amnesty International 
organization in Thailand. He would accuse any orgarization or any person 

of being a communist or at least of colluding with or having contacts with 
the commun‘ t party. Those accused would then be arrested as seen through 
the news r t now spreading in Thailand. But, in the present situation in 
which the iuas people have daily come to maintain their awareness, it cannot 
be predicted how much longer the Thai people will allow Prasong Sunsiri to 
make use of the Thai National Security Council to create disturbances against 
neighboring countries and against the Thai people themselves. 
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LAOS 


"TALK' VIEWS RECENT THAI ELFCTION, INCIDENTS 
BKO1i1444 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0530 GUT 29 Jul 86 
["“Talk": “What Is the Election in Thailand Like?"] 


[Text] Dear listeners, after waiting 3 months since the dissolution of the 
House of Representatives, the Thai people were anxious to see whether their 
dream would come true on 27 July. Even though the 3-month period until 

26 July--one day before the election day--seemed very short, the Thai people 
must have thought that jit was a very long wait, 


Before the 27 July election arrived, several incidents occurred. Some of these 
incidents not only caused adverse effects on the tranquillity and social order 
in Thai society, but also undermined the peace of mind of the Thai people 

as well as the so-called democratic principles in Thailand. For example, 
verbal attacks against one another among the election candidates were extremely 
heated to the extent that the armed forces had to take action to halt such 
abuses. On election day, Buntheng Thongsawat, leader of the United Democratic 
Party, gave a press interview saying that the political campaigns in Thailand 
were undemocratic. In addition, during his election campaign as a candidate 
in Chiang Mai, a son of Colonel Phon Ruangpraseotwit was assassinated. 
Candidate No 3 of the Ratsadon Party running ic Lop Buri Province also died 

of a heart attack on 26 July--only 1 day before the election day. On the same 
day, two election officials in the province were assassinated while they were 
on their way to perform their duty. 


On the election day, many more Thai citizens were killed. A village headman, 
Arom, was gunned down at a voting site in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province by six 
men who escaped by jeep. Several other armed clashes and untoward incidents 
were also reported to the extent that the Thai mass media, which is equipped 
with modern machines including computerized teletext ones, were unable to 
provide full details of the incidents. Six major incidents were reported on 
that dav, including the shelling of a polling booth and the erasing of 

voter sames from election rosters. For example in Bangkok alone, an estimated 
700 voters whose names had been on the rosters were unable to cast votes because 
their names had disappeared from the rosters when they went to the election 
booths to cast their votes. Ghost voters were also reported. In Ayutthaya 








for example, the number of ballots was found to be more than the number of 
voters who turned up to cast their votes. Many voters destroyed their 
ballots. Some candidates still waged election campaigns even after the hours 
specified by the law. Vote buying was also rampant. Liquor selling and 
drinking were also carried cut in violation of the election law. Over 30 such 
incidents occurred in Bangkok alone as officially reported by Thai security 
forces on television on election day. 


The 14th election in Thailand is now over. It was apparent that only a few 
voters turned up to cast their votes. Some parties won many seats in the House 
while some others got only a few. However, no single party could capture 


more than two-thirds of the total number of seats in the House of Representatives. 


The Thai people are now waiting anxiously to see the formation of the new 
government and how it can fulfill the pledges of the winning candidates during 
their campaigns. The new Thai Government must find it necessary to tackle 
certain urgent problems facing the country and Thai people, such as foreign 
debt, poverty, unemployment, social vices, homicide, and a warlike atmosphere 
prevailing in Thailand at present. 


Even though the 27 July election has already passed, no one knows whether the 
dream of the Thai people will come true. 
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REPORTAGE ON MOUNTAINCUS REGION DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 
Urged To Fulfill Plans 
BKO91122 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0430 GMT 2 Aug 86 


[Article by Ko Khounnousai: "Objectives of 12 Months of the Mountainous Region 
Development Company") 


[Text] The meeting to review experiences drawn in 1985 and in the first half 
of 1986 by the Mountainous Region Develonment Company clearly reflected the 
details of the execution of work by the company in each period and each stage. 
The meeting clearly discussed and reviewed the practical and strong points of 
certain experiences. At the same time, it also learned of some remaining and 
impractical issues in carrying out the company's work. 


After reviewing the lessons learned in the past so that efforts can be made to 
fulfill the company's 1986 work plans as outlined by the party, state, and 
National Defense Ministry, the meeting also adopted a program for implementation 
in each unit in the company to meet the following targets: 


With regard to the consolidation of organization, efforts must be continued to 
implement the new principles of management and command in accordance with the 
spirit and contents of the instructions outlined by the party, state, and 
National Defense Ministry; to assign and reshuffle command cadres in each unit; 
and to gradually set up various necessary specialized services and branches 

in the company. As for reviewing lessons for each month, each quarter, each 
half of the year, and each year, it must be carried ovt on a regular basis. 
The reviewing of achievements must be completely and clearly executed with 
complete details for each branch of work. Outstanding persons aid units must 
be praised and those with some weak points be criticized, retrained, and 
rehabilitated. In carrying out an assignment, the command cadres and the party 
unit must reach unanimity and must propose the plan for execution to everyone 
for acknowledgement so as to attain approval from the entire unit. This is 
intended to allow the unit's work to be executed in a timely manner. 


The details of the plan for the second half of 1986 and the early 1986 [as 
printed] in conserving and exploiting forests and planting trees for various 
units in the company are as follows: To grow 2,700 industrial trees of 
various types; to inspect and nourish young saplings planted on the land 

















managed by the company; and to dispatch forestry inspection cadres to inspect 
and mark trees in any areas under the exploitation program. As for the various 
units under the control of the company, they must plant between 2,500 and 

3,500 trees and must continue to grow more cardamom, [word indistinct], and oil 
seeds on between 8 and 10 hectares of land. 


As for the company's trading business work, more trading shops must be set 

up to serve laboring people in many localities to collect and purchase forest 

and farm products from the people in a more efficient manner. Efforts must be 
made to continue encouraging the people to participate in the existing forestry 
development work and to grow trees on empty lots, and further enhance the people's 
collective mastership so as to persuade them and the local administration to 
participate in taking care of forests and value raw materials. 





With regard to the work of building the foundation for the people, efforts must 
be made to consolidate and improve the people's power with better quality. 

In certain localities where favorable conditions prevail, the company must 

set up medical stations, build schools for the people's children, build 
irrigation facilities, and clear more waste land for farmers with a view to 
gradually reducing the [word indistinct] of forests by the mountain people. 


The company must try to cooperate with the private sectors to promote livestock 
raising, such as cattle, goats, pigs, and fowl. Veterinary cadres must carry 

out activities on regular basis to give vaccinations to animais. Wherever 
possible, the company must set up rice mills to serve the people. In the coming 
12 months, the company must continue building roads to various localities to 
facilitate the transportation and distribution of goods between the state and 
people. In addition, the company must continue to carry out propaganda campaigns 
to urge as many private farmers as possible to switch to collective production. 


To fulfill the plans for the second half of 1986 and the first half of 1987, it 
is necessary the cadres in each unit must slow their creativeness in carrying 
out work. Workers and state employees attached to the company must show solid 
backing to their leadership and must remain enthusiastic in carrying out work 
in each period to deserve the trust of the higher level which regards them as 
an important economic source for national defense. 


Feature on Leadership of Company 
BK110510 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0030 GMT 9 Aug 86 


[Article: "Grassroots Party Committee of Mountainous Region Development 
Company" ] 


[Text] The main task of the Mountainous Region Development Company is to ex- 
ploit and process wood, protect forests, and expand forested areas. Simul- 
taneously, the company is also carrying out the task of improving the people's 
living conditions and bringing a new face to the construction of mountainous 
areas. In fact, these tasks are not easy and cannot be fulfilled in a couple 
of days. 








As a result, the director of the company and the leading cadres of all branches 
of work have unanimously agreed on the leadership issue. The decisive task 

of fulfilling work at each stage has been shouldered hy the party committee, 
party cells, and party members attached to the company. From early in 1985 

to June 1986, the company held meetings to sum up experience gained during 

its 18 months of existence. At these meetings the company concentrated on 

the problems raised for discussion and the remaining problems. The most 
important issue is that the company pointed to the |eadership role of the 
grassroots party « mmittee and the consistent leadership role of party members. 
This party organization has in the past firmly grasped the party's leadership 
direction. The grassroots party committee has become the source of the overall 
strength of the whole company. At each stage of the implementation of the 
company's overall plan, its grassroots party committee has publicized the 
contents of each work to party units and party cells and encouraged cadres and 
party members to circumspectly guide the implementation of work. 


Each party member has positively and persistently shouldered his work with a 
high sense of responsibility and served as an outstanding model in the company's 
movements. This has enabled cadres and workers to understand the party members" 
true leading role in the heavy, difficult, and complex tasks, such as those 
involving the examination and exploitation of timber. Regarding this, party 
members have tirelessly assumed the leading role and have brought into full 

play the labor ethic so that all cadres and other members of the company will 
fulfill the burdensome tasks entrusted to them by the party and country. 


The grassroots party committee has reached unanimity in adopting orientations 
and tasks at each stage. Each party unit under the supervision of the company's 
grassroots party committee has served as the compass directing the consolida- 
tion of the organization and as the solid force in leading various work units 

to firmly advance. 


The grassroots party committee has held meetings every month and every 

3 months [as heard] to assess the all-round situation of cadres and party 

members in carrying out work and to discuss and analyze their remaining 

problems. In their political activities, cadres and party members have sincerely 
conducted criticism and self-criticism. Those cadres and party members who 

have problems and shortcomings have agreed to accept the criticism offered by 
their colleagues with understanding. As for the outstanding cadres and party 
members, they have been hailed and praised and their experience gained in 

leading the implementation of the work under their responsibility has been 
publicized to other comrades. 


During the past 18 months, the grassroots party committee has admitted 

12 progressive people as party members. At present, these new party members 
have been assigned to various units of the company and are working as true 
leaders in carrying out the company's work. This is to ensure the work 
efficiency of the company and to score achievements to welcome the forth- 
coming fourth party congress. 
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PHILIPPINES 


PRINCIPALS INTERVIEWED ON GOVERNMENT-NPA NEGOTLATIONS 


Diokno: 


U.S. "Hopes' 


Talks ‘Flop' 


Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 23 Jul 86 pp 4, 5 


[Interview by Benjamin Pimentel Jr with Jose W. Diokno, government negotiator 


in talks with the NDF: 


[Text] 


The usual furor created by 
appointments by the Aquino 
government (OICs, Con-Com- 
mustioners and Onbinet) ministers) was 
absent when it. wes at that na- 
tionalist’ and human , 
Jos W. Diokno woild"be. one of the 
negotiators for the government together 
with Agriculture Ministez;Rarmon Afitra.. 
In fact, even Satur Ocampo end Antonio - 
Zumet who make up the National , De- 
mocratic Front (NDF) panel, were re. 
portedly pleased, Diokno is himself 
a former political detainee\.and has 
worked with orgonization: ~with na- 
tional democratic leanings, making him 
more than qualified to deal with the rev- 
olutionaries. Furthermore, as with the 
Human Rights Commission which he also 
heads, he takes the job seriously, knowing 
very well that the talks could bring about 
peace in the country in the coming years. 

In an interview filled with’“no com- 
ments," Diokno appeared,determined to 
have a sincere and meaningful dialogue . 
with \ahetiehatde ten 
movement and not let \the negotiations 
sum into a forum for grandstanding and 
senscless propaganda: that will benefit 
only the media and foreign interests. 

The interview was conducted last ' 
July 1 in his office at the University ’, 
Life. n * hy ‘* "40 Te 


"Pointers From a Peacemaker" ] 


How were you asked to become one of 
the government negotiators? - 

I got a message from Executive Sec- | 
retary Joker Arroyo asking if I would - 
be willing to become one of the govern- 
eee 


What was your initial reaction to the 
offer? 
My reaction was, if l pane be of 
service to the Filipino people as @ nego- 
tiator, why not? After all, we need peace 
in order to move forward, and frankly . 
the idea of Filipinos killing Filipinos is 
— tome, 5". 


Have vou wited with the people 
who wil be sitting with you In the nego 
tistions?, « 

‘Well, with respect to Monching Mitra, , 
we were in jeil together right when | 
Marcos declared martial rule. We were in ' 
the MSU (maximum security unit) com- ¢ 
pound, .Monching stayed there until 
about November of 1972 . . . we worked 
together in the Senate and when we were 
in detention, As far as Satur Ocampo is 
concerned, I remember having been one 
of his lawyers. Tony Zumel consulted me 
about a legal case before martial law. 











How do you rgwd Ocampo and 
Zumel? 

I think they are both motivated by 
what they consider to be the best in- 
terests of the Filipino peuple 


Will all sessions of the negotiations 
be bchind closed doors? 

Well, you know, the moment you in- 
volve third persons in negotiations the 
potitions of the negotiators tend to 
harden. And that is why I have suggested 
to Monching Mitra that the first nepo- 
tiations be kept very, very quiet and have 
a low profile. Now as to whether or not 
the final results of the negotiations will 
be published, on y time will tell 


linve the negotiations started” 
No comment. 


What difficulties do you foresce? 
No comment. 


How do you react to the NDF's offer 
of forming a coalition government? 

No comment. Whatever affects the 
merits of the claims of cither side, | 
cannot Conunent on at this siage. 


How do you react to the pessimism 
expressed by US State Scerctary George 
Shultz over the pence tlks? It seems the 
Americans don't expect the nequtictions 
te suececd., 

The Americans hope the talks will he 
a flop. 


Why do you thiwk <0” 

Well, they would file to seea 
nuation of the probleme that we te 
because that would strengthen thew 
hand aos far as the bares an! other nepo- 


cout: 


There is talk of new US military 
aid to the Philippines. Do you think 
this will affect the talks? 

1 think we need economic aid more 
than military aid. But let's face it, that 
is an area outside the ceasefire talks and 
human rights. That is an area that con- 
ceins the economic and military leader. 
ship. Let them make the programs and 
then let us criticize them. /Smiles.) 


_. Do you expect the NDF camp to de- 
mand that there be no US military aid 
while the talks are being held? 

No camment. . 


Have you studied what other countries 
like El Selvador, Vietnam, China and 
others have experienced in the matter of 
censefire talks? What other moterials 
have you been studying in preparation 
for the talks? 

As far as the experiences of. other 
countries are concerned, yes, I have 
studied them. But I don't propose blindly 
following the example of other countries. 
The situation and the cultural background 
in those countries are different from ours. 
With respect to what other things I have 
becn studying, I suppose it would not be 

+ improper to say that | have been reading 
the newspapers. (Smiles. ) 


How about other documents like . . . 
' No comment. (Srniles again. ) 


What insights have you gained from 
experiences that you have studied? 

Well, almost all ceasefire negotiations 
deyend on both sides seeing that a cease- 
fire will be beneficial to them as against 
ilk cost of continued fighting. So what 








the representatives of the Communist 
Party have to do is to convince us, as we 


have to convince them, that a good cease- 
fire, an “areglo," is better than a con- 


tiations are concerned, So the Armcncans 
world ‘ike to see that we don't have an 
sasy ine of it. But here are Filipinos 





talking to Filipinos and I don't think 1 
takes 9 miracle for a Filipino to under- 
stand another Filipino. Now they (the 
} ‘lwinos) nay not come to an agrcement, 
but that weuld be a matter of, | think, 
principle rather than anything else. 


Do you expect pressure from the 
I'nited States? 
No comment. 


12 


tinuston of ihe fighting. 


You spoke of culture as a consider- 
ation in viewing the talks. 

Let me put it this way. There are a lot 
of peculiarities to the Filipino character. 
For one, we have this business of ‘‘utang 
na loob,”” which doesn't always play an 
important role but it does play a part. 
Other countries may not have this. We 
also have a very peculiar value in that we 














ecenerally do not like to say yes or no 
outright. We like to beat around the 
bush. As to how the nepotiators will 
make use of these traits is a matter they 
will have to work out for themselves. 


What can you say about the suggestion 
that a body be put up to monitor the 
conduct of both camps during the cease- 
fire period? 

| suppose that will have to be one of 
the agreements of the bodies. | th. > 
that both sides should see to it t. 
during the ceasefire, there is no atiem>. 
by either side to gain more territory that 
they have right now. 


Does that mean the NPA and the AFP 
stay in place? . 

All I'm saying is that there should be 
mo attempt by either side to gain more 
te;itory than they have right now. 


Ocampo and Zuroel have stressed that 
it is the NDF and not the CPP that they 


primarily represent. What do you think 
of this? 


Will there be press conferences be- 
tween sessions” 

That would depend on the agree. 
ments reached during the sessions. There 
may be some sessions with no press con- 
ferences. There may be some sessions 
with a limited press conference. But I 
don't think there will be an open sort of 
press conference that wil! deal with any 
or all subjects because that would be 
tantamount to carrying on the negotia- 
tions in public. 


What do you think of the pessimistic 
attitude of some members of the 
military leadership? 

I think that the military will abide 
by whatever the government decides. 


You don't expect any trouble from 
the military then? 

No. I expect the usual thing in the 
newspapers because you do have to sell 
the newspapers. (Smiles. ) 


A ceasefire will be an important event 
in our history, a turing point in the 


insurgency . . 





I think that, considering the history of 
the Communist Party of the Philippines 


and the National Democratic Front as 
well as the NPA, the armed wing of the 


It is not only the insurgency problem 
that the ceasefire will affect. All prob- 
lems, including economic problems, will 





Communist Panty, it vould be eseentinl 
that the negotiations be carried out with 
representotives of all these groups, not 
with just one of them. If the NDF wants 
to purticipate, why not 


be affected. And that is why President 


Aquino wants a ceasefire, But principally 


what is motivating her is, this business 
of lilipinos being killed by other Fili- 
pinos has to stop. And it is worth trying 


now to get this to stop. 
Rut deo you respect their desire that 
they be considered representatives of the 
NDE and not the CPP? 
Ac lone as they represent the Com. 
munist Party of the Philippines, if they 
say they represent the NDF also, fine. 


How do yoo feel about your new role 
as percemaker? 
It is a task that helps the country. It 
is a task that I have envisioned for years: 
trying to bring peace to this country. 
So that we can move forward. And we 
can move forward as the people. And we 
can tell forefeners to go to hell. 


How long do you expect the thks 
to last? 
I don't know, I really don't know. 
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Mitra’s Rural ‘Acceptability’ 


Quezon City NATLONAL MIDWEEK in English 23 Jul 86 p 6 


{Article by Estrella A. Consolacion: 


his photo where he wears his 

checkered shirt—it's his favorite, 
she reveals. This image of simplicty is 
pethaps consistent with the important 
position this fomner senator now holds, 
that of Minister of Agriculture and Food. 
It is also 2 position that the Minister must 
find congenial to his fervent concerns and 
priorities, what with his finn belicf that 
the economic recovery of the nation lics 
in agriculture first and foremost. 

“Our country is predominantly a rural 
society,” he stressed in a recent magazine 
interview. He went on to say in the same 
interview that “the bulk of (the popula- 
tion) is composed of smell f mers, 
agricultural laborers, fishermen, $aei-sari 
store operators, etc. Seventy per it of 
the population lives in the rural .:cas.’ 
And with this perception, a basic e'ement 
as far as the largely peasant New People's 
Army (NPA) is concerned, Ramon V. 
Mitra’s acceptability a: a government 
representative to the ceasefire nm ‘gotia- 
tions was established. 

Another plus factor is of course his 
record as a political prisoner. In 1972, 
upon the declaration of martial law, he 
was arrested and detained together with 
Jos Diokno, Ninoy Aquino and other 
Opposition leaders. Anyone who his 
experienced Marcos fascisin first hand, 
the Left felt, would understand what 
dirsent means. 

Mitra’s stand on the ceasefire talks is 
quite simple: “All we're saying to all 
those who have taken up arms these past 
17 years is this: ‘Look, the dictatorsiup 
is gone; a reform government has been 
raised to power by ordinary Filipinos — 
Filipinos like you--who took their lives 
in their hands for freedom’s exke. Give us 
a chance to show we can answer your 
gricvances, esse your problems, that 
society can give you a better deal than 
it has done so far. And you've nothing 
to lose by giving us this chonce — because 
you can always take up anns aeain, if 


[Text] Hi secretary reminds media to use 


“The Agriculturist as Peace Negotiator] 


we don't do what we say we will.’ ”’ 

So far, nobody can fault Mitra’s 
capability as Minister of Agriculture. 
He has stressed the significance of 
agriculture in the domestic economy 
time and again: “Agriculture has the 
potential to lead the country's economic 
recovery. The records will show that, 
one, the agricultural sector is a more 
efficient earner and saver of foreign 
exchange than the industrial sector; and 
two, rapid increase in agricultural incomes 
would have strong employment and in- 
come multiplier effects on the whole 
economy since rural consumption is 
heavily oriented to food and labor. 
intensive industrial consumer goods and 
services.” Mitra recently pleased the 
President when he appointed a Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture in strite-torn 
Mindanao in an effort to direct reforms 
= the insurgency problem is most 
elt. 


itra’s role in the peace talks, 
Mi however, seems to be confined 
to what the government can 
offer in terms of the economic recovery 
proprar: livelihood programs ond a reha. 
bilitatiun system that will provide rebel 
returnees with jobs and other means to 
resuie normal lives. Short of a more 
drastic solution to the insurgency 
problem, he is at this stage still convinced 
of the validity of praccable options” As 
he puts it, he wants to understand “the 
causes of alienstion of yeople from 
government,” and how rebels “can | be 
brought back to our society to partici- 
pate in nation-building.” . 

Neither does Mitra seem prepared to; 
view the insurgency problem in strictly 
ideological terms. He observes that “‘in 
many countries, Communist leaders have 
shown themselves to be nationalists first.” 
He has also denied the charge that the 
Aquino government is delivering the 
country to the communists by agreeing : 
to hold ceasefire negotiations.’ “This 


ia 














government took away the country from 
the clutches of the communists,” he 
argues. He also claims that Marcos was 
in fact the “ally of the communists and 
his government actually fed the commu- 
nist movement,” , 
Nevertheless, the fact that the govern- 
ment has agreed to open talks with the 
Left is a recognition of the latter's own 
position of strength in the balance of 
political forces in contemporary Philippine 
politi ;. It should likewise be indisputable 
by now that the insurgency problem & 


not all armed fighting. Like the govern. 
ment, the underground movement is also » 


concerned with its own political and 
economic program. 
Mitra in particular should realize that 


long before the Aquino government 
deafted its economic recovery program, 


the CPP-NPA_ was already busy im.’ 
plementing its own land reform program. 
Reports show that a significant portion 


parties to the ceasefire negotiations will 
not meet empty-+hand: |. 


Ocampo on NDF, CPP, Talks 


Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 23 Jul 86 pp 7-13, 16 


[Interview by Jose F. Lacaba and Marra Pl. Lanot with Satur Ocampo, NDF 


negotiator in talks with the Government: 


[Text } 


he last time we sw Siw 
Ocampo wes in May 1985, 
during the National Press Cub 
eicctions. When we left the club to go to 
the founding congress of the Ragong 
Alyansang Makebayan (BAYAN) at the 


Ateneo gym in Loyola Heights, Sotw 


hed not yet cast his vote. When we pot 
to the BAYAN congress, Butz Aquino 
wos making an announcement: ‘‘Satur 
Ocampo has been released, (Pause.) It 
was a@ self-release."’ 

Satur wes assistant business editor of 
the Manila Times and vice-president of 
the National Press Club before martial 
law. He went underground when martial 
law was declored, was captured in 1°75, 
and spent the next nine and a half years 
in prison, where he made all-purpose 
greeting cards and wrote a column, 
“Beyond Barriers,”’ for We Forum. 

Life after prison was “‘a life of hard 
work and bliss,” Satur says. “When I come 
out, a lot of leaps hed occurred in the 
organizational principles, in the methods 


"Prospects for a Ceasefire"| 


of work, in the development of the 
revolutionary line. I had a lot of things to 
catch up with.”’ 

Even before he could fidly adjust to 
his post-detention responsibilities in the 
“advanced sub-stage of the strategic 
defensive,” Satur got a new task: to serve 
as the representative of the underground 
liberation movement in the ceasefire talks 
with the Corazon Aquino government. 

The peacemaker role is not new to 
Satur. In Bicutan, he ected as negotiator 
ond troubleshooter whenever things 
heated up. He was the level-headed, soft- 
spoken guy who talked and listened 
to detainees and prison guards diing 
hunger strikes. He was the celebrity and 
“senior citizen” that visitors to Bicutan 


asked for. He was the darling of visiting 


two 
hours from Metro Manila, MIDWEEK hed 
tried to get an interview with him during 
the snap election campaign, and then 
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NDF is the CPP, which has adjusted its to the CPP program. The readjusted 
own program to that of the NDF program provides for the inclusion of 
political elements that do not have a 

In what way exactly has the CPP ad- socialist perspective. 

justed its program to that of the NDF? 

programs” do not accept a Marxist-Leninist frame- 
The clearest distinction there is that work can now be categorized as national 

the CPP, like any communist party any- democrats? Because as of now it seems 

where in the world, would be striving to there is a tendency to dismiss them as 

achieve thoroughgoing change in society. “bourgeois nationalists.” 

Too, it is a party ‘vith a socialist per. We are of the opinion that they can 

spective. That is, ultimately, the CPP in- be categorized as national democrats. 

tends to establish a socialist form of 

corresponding adjustments based on the struggle? 

specific characteristics of the national In the past few years there has been 

situation in the Philippines. On the other this strict application of the national 





should 
Does this mean, in effect, that you can be the negotiating party, since it repre- 
be a member of the NDF and not have a sents a wider democratic base. 
sociaiist ’ ; 
Yes, as of now. Before 1984 the NDF Are these other groups going to be 
program was rather strict. It was closer identified? Because if not, people are 
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nized as the negotiating party’ 
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does mot have an idea yet of what the 
agenda woul] be. In our case, sinc. the 
announcement of my designation as 
NDF representative — that was June 
4 — we heave estimated that we will need 
about two montis to prepare. The major 
part of these preparations is getting a con- 
sensus of the negotiating positions of the 
various NDF organizations and the variows 
units of the NPA, which are in direct con- 


All over, at least from the feedback 


operations of the AFP 

even intensified in many areas like Caga- 
yan, Bicol, Mindanao. Another thing is 
that, in the overall analysis of develop- 
ments since February, the NPA has really 
great doubts on the claim that the AFP 
has reformed, has become pro-people 
They see no change in the AFP’s attitude 
toward the masses in the countryside. So 
in this regard we have to take pains to 
explain, one, that ceasefire does no! in- 
volve surrender of arms—we have made 
that very clear from the very start, and 
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viewed in that context. That they are 


has its own penal system, however rudi- 
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‘this will have to be ascertained by an 
independent body, preferably an 
international body. 
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initiative of the Aquino government to 
negotiate, but he terms these ceasefire 
negotiations as a counter-insurgency 
measure. He says: “If the talks fail, the 
US would endorse the use of military 
means to suppress the insurgency.” 


Elements of the Left have been calling 
for a what they call a democratic coalition 
government. What are your views on 
this? 

What is normally referred to as the 
coalition government that the rev- 
olutionary forces must pursue is one that 
would embody the joint rule of the 
workers, the peasantry, the petty bour- 
geoisie and the national bourgeoisie. That 
would be the natural consequence of a 
continuing national democratic struggle, 
both armed and unarmed. This must be 
seen in the context of an emerging 
situation where the fundamental problems 
of Philippine society are coming to a 
period of resolution. 

On the question of a coalition 
government that would include the 
Aquino government and the revolutionary 
forces, the consensus is that it is a remote 

















saying. In the dynamics of Philippine 
society, I can find no fault with that 
analysis. 

But the examples that are cited when 
a coalition government is mentioned — 
China in Chiang Kai-chek’s time, Vietnam 
before the fall—are the kind that would 
frighten off people. These are examples 
cf coalitions that were eventually 
swallowed up by Marxist-Leninist forces. 
Is a coalition government really « 
possibility, even a remote one? Are 
there precedents in history that can be 
cited to show that national democrats, 
social democrats, liberal democrats and 
communists can work together in a 
coalition goverment without one group 
swallowing up the other? Because, on the 
other hand, you have other im- 
stances—Chile, Indonesia— where it was the 


Left that got swallowed up by the Right. 

For a time it happened in Nicaragua. 
But then, because of American interter. 
ence, the Sandinistas had to consolidate 


of third countries. What resulted in those 
Megotiations was a stoppage of the war 
and 4 resort to an electoral process where 
the ZANU won and Mugabe was elected. 
There were two factions of the black 
nationalist movement which later 
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allow the whites to retain their land- 
holdings, but. there would be a period 
where they would phase out of the eco- 
nomuc scene, or they would be reduced to 
& certain percentage. The other thing was 
that there was a merging of the white 
army and the black army. | say it’s a 
different context because the fight there 
has a racir] content. But in terms of 


government will coalesce with the Left, 
this might give rise to a move by the 
Right to attempt a coup d'etat, or to 
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through the Aquino government. 
I suppose the middle forces who were 
very active in the February can 














the negotiations so that the AFPcan take 
the leading role in the anti-insurgency 





the 
situation and that of the Aquino govern- 


ment, has made corresponding adjust- 
ments in its policies and is resolved to 
further review its policies and programs 
and to come up with a thorough summing 
up of its experiences. And in order to re- 
spond more effectively to the tasks that 
have been laid down by the Central Com- 
mittee in its ninth plenum and re- 
affirmed by the political bureau, some 
organizational readjustments have also 
been effected, from the top leadership to 
the functional organs and the territorial 
organs. This is not unusual for a party 
The characteristic of the Communist 
Party is its dynamism, its capability to 
adapt to changing situations. But | can 
say categorically that the speculations on 
the internal struggle between moderates 
and hardliners have no basis. What tran- 
spires within the Party is a very dynamic 
and lively political debate. And perhaps 
even ideological debate. But this is finally 
resolved in an atmosphere of comradeship 
and unity. 

No purges? 

Definitely, there has been no purge 
What usually happens is that when an 
error has been committed, there is this 
process of individual and collective criti- 
cism. And anybody who feels that he 
may have been responsible for a grave 
efror may put his position in the Party on 
the line. But always the collective decides 
on what to do. In the case of the error in 
the boycott campaign, there has beer no 
major shakeup in the top leadership 
There have been readjustments in respon- 
sibilities, and . . . This is all that has taken 
place. No purges. 
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You mean it’s the same leaden with 
different responsibilities? 

In terms of the people that compose 
the central leadership, there has been no 
in between the congresses of the Party is 
the Central Committee. And it is the CC 
that has to meet on any change, major or 
minor, to be implemented in the central 
leadership of the Party. But working 
bodies of the Central Committee—for 
executive committee—may rearrange their 
responsibilities or act as a body in order 
for it to respond more effectivety to the 
tasks at hand. 


There has been no CC meeting since 
the February revolution? 
None so far. 


But there have been changes in posi- 
tions being held by certain individuals? 

Within the functional bodies, leader- 
ship can be changed any time. Because 
the leadership is collective. It is immaterial 
who is chairman or vice-chairman. 


According to the news leaks, the 
Party revamp was a direct result of the 
boycott policy, which the Party has 
described as a ‘major tactical blunder.” It 
seems there were a lot of argument: and 
heated debates even amon: Party leaders 
before the policy was arrived at. 

That is the very question that was 
dealt with by the political bureau — the 
process through which the boycott policy 
was adopted. That was the one that was 
put into question and criticized. There 
were discussions, a lot of debates ai all 
levels of the Party. The fault was that 
these debates were not properly reflect- 
ed in the final adoption of the policy. So, 
there was lack of democracy in the adop- 
tion of the policy. The organ responsible 
for that had to accept criticism. And, as 
a resolution, necessarily, since there was 
lack of democracy in the process, then we 
had to see to it that in the formulation of 
major policies on major questions, a free 
debate — as extensive and as wide as pos- 
sible — should be encouraged. Which is 
now being done. Unfortunately, as a con- 
sequence of democratization within the 
Party, medyo lumuluwag naman. The 
news gets leaked to the media. 
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It has been a life of hard work and 
bliss, a rediscovery, a reassessment, a re- 
orientation. Of course, nine and a half 
years in prison was a long time, and for 
a time I often found myself lost in the 

made by the organization and 
I had been re- 
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assigned to me. 


At the proper time, when the ground 
rules for negotiations and when the 


family will have to surface. How long this 
can be is still subject to speculation. 














CNL STATEMENT LAUDS AQUINO CALL FOR CEASEFIRE 


Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 23 Jul 86 p 43 


PHILIPPINES 


[Statement by Christians for National Liberation, Jun 1986, place not given: 


The Call for a Ceasefire") 


[Text] They act as if my people's The artned resistance was 
wourds were only scratches. _ mot conceived for the sake of 
“All is well,” they say, violence and personal vicious- 
ner all is not well, Were ey Mle Awol ye di 
they ashamed because they did ense of a people w 
these disgusting things? voice was stifled and where 


_ parliamentary . measures 
— Jeremiah 6; 14.15 Proved futie. | 


he Filipino people's exploitation. Bureaucrat capi-' 
‘Gp sree for lbera- talism. US imperialism. These, 
tion is a tapestry of are not empty words but hard 
heroism and valor, of ances- realities and reasons for the 
tors who have courageously existence of an armed strug 
fought and who have given gle. . 
their blood so that the suc- ‘1969-1986: 17 long years 
cecding generations may stand in which our freedom fighters 
| free and dignified. Interwoven have continuously grown 
,im the same tapestry is the with the support of the 
historical betrayal by leaders masses, uniting and identify. 
who-have chosen feme and’ , BR | 
power through subservience very lives, 
to forcign masters at the ex- { The New People's Army: has, 
pense of the people. Since * been confirmed as thé basic 
time iminemorial, the govern- masses’ defenders -- can the 
ment and the people have —— anny claim as 
separate identities muc 
- sey interests quinn Contrary to the rabid 
contradict each other. mactionary sect im af the 
The US imperialists and ALP that peisists in launching 
the Marcos regime existed military measures to solve the 
through oppression and“ ex- so<alled insurgency problem, 
ploitation of our people. In- President Aquino’s decision 
deed, it wes the fascistic to dialogue with the New 
conditions in all fields of en-, People’s Army end hear their 
deavor that gave rise to armed just and legitim ite demands 
struggle. in a milestone in the political 
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history of the country. We 





President Aquino for a cease- 
fire agreement.. A ceasefire 
appears to us as a timely 
instrument of peace and re- 
conciliation, as long as it is 
based on truth and justice. 
This is consciously heeding 
the prophetic imperative: 
“. . , Jet justice and righteous- 
ness flow’ like a river that 
never runs dry .. . * (Amos 
5:24), President Aquino says 
she aims to preserve and up- 


‘hold the life of ow people. 


Indeed, she has to choosc 


life and opt for a ceasefire, 


if she does not want to fol- 
low the fascist pattern sct by 
the deposed dictator Marcos. 
However, a ceasefire is not 
to be equated with the laying 


‘down of arms., Our brothers 


and sisters who have opted 

for armed resistance are the 

embodiment of sacmd of fer- 

nge w aur lord of Histry 
flessly shedding blood » 

that genuine just ke my wign, 

We believe that our brothers, 




















like ourselves, want to end 
the wer through a political 
solution, if at all possible. 
But the question revnains: Do 
the military forces accept this 
too? As lone as there is esca- 
lation of bombings, hamlet- 
tings, food blockades, ICHDF 
abuses and the accusation of 
humen rights advocates 2s 
communists, how credible are 
assurances of peace and sec- 


wity mouthed by military 
leaders? 


The call for a ceasefire 
hiehlights a basic fact: that 
insurgency is not the problem 
but rather the effect of an 
unjust and oppressive system. 
Fundamental changes in the 
economic and political system 
niust be instituted. 

At this stage, we support 
the National 
Front’s and the New People’s 
Anny’s stance on the call of 
Picsident Aquino: “. . . her 
coll for ceasefire has not 
fallen on deaf cars . . ..Like 
her, we also want peace.” 
Such statement warrants sin- 
cerity and willingness to work 
for the total libe:ation of our 
Filipino people, especially 


out batic mresece, 
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Democratic 


We also laud Bishop Anto-+ 
nio Fortich’s response to the- 


freedom fighters’ request for 
a disiogue. We are grateful 
for hw courteeous rerteration 
to the public of the NPA’s 


- conditions: for a ceasefire 


which include some elenents 
of land reform. We even fo a 
step further than the NPA’s 
demands, as we call to mind 
the radical words of a Church 
Father, St. Ambrose: “You 


rich are not making a gift of 


what is yours to the poor 
man, but you are giving him 
back what is his. You have 
becn appropriating things 
that are meant for the com- 
mon use of everyone. The 
earth (the land) belongs to 
everyone, not to the rich.” 
We challenge reactionary 
Church leaders to take a closer 
look at their brand of Chris- 
tianity which is quickly losing 
its ability to resist a society 
structured on terms of in- 
equality. We appeal to the 
liberal Church leaders to let 
their Red scare and isola- 
tionist tactics be melted into 
the ploughshares of unified 
action with us, for the libe- 
ration of our people into true 


sovereignty and well-being for 





all, but especially the poor. 
Can we. do. less, than our 
Master, Jesus Christ, who was 
not scared of forming a coali- 
tion of different forces, in- 
cluding some zealots? 

We call on all the faithful 


to guard themselves against 


the simplistic ptopaganda la- 
belling our revolutionary 
brethren as nothing but “‘god- 
less ideologues,” particularly . 
New Armed :Forces of the: 

Is fostering the future of 
the humanity of the Filipino 
people not also fostering the 
dream of the God-become- 
man? Let interest in and 
loyalty to the. legitimate 
struggle for. freedom and 
democracy be the guiding © 
principle. ° 


ONWARD TO’ NATIONAL 
UNITY AND RECONCILIA- 
TION WITH JUSTICE! 


*)i \f TPUISprAn’s TOR 


. el oh \’ ba 1’ \ eee . 
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WEEKLY SUPPORTS IDEA OF GOVERNMENT-NPA TALKS 


Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 23 Jul 86 p 1 


"Thinking the Unthinkable] 


{Editorial: 
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CONCOM APPROVES NATIONAL ELECTION CHANGES 


Ex cutive, Legislature Terms Set 


Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 26 Jul 86 pp 1, 11 


[Article by Rod L. Villa Jr.] 


[Text] 


The Constitutional 
Commission (Con- 


Com) voted last night - 
for a six-year 
term for 


starting with the | 


1992 general elec- 
tions. 
The body approved » 


two consecutive 


year term with two 
consecutive reelec- 
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provincial board | 
members, mayors, 
ivice mayors, and | 
) and 
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Chart on Election Changes 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 26 Jul 86 p 1 


clected 


Hlow thev shall bye 





~ 
~ 
— 

















POSITION TERMS | REELECTION | SET OF CONDITION 


4 4 Bs 
Hit 
28 26 2g 2 
yi i 
pha 





/13046 
CSO: 


30 


4200/1325 











PHILIPPINES 





MIDWEEK REPORTS FEB 86 RAMOS DIALOGUE ON VIEWS 
Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK in English 23 Jul 86 pp 37, 38 


[Article by Jose S. Alejandro: "A Dialogue With General Fidel Ramos" 





[Text] AA week before the February “Gen, Ramos, may we request you to. 
zy military revolt, the Cory’s Cru- lead vs in saying a short prayer before 
i ti saders of the Southern Sector proceeding with our dialogue?” eS 
under the leadership of Mrs. Lulu Teo- “Bless, .oh Lord, those who are 
dero were planning to hold a picket in gathered here today to exchange views 
front of the residence of General Fidel and opinons. Give us the courage during 
Ramos in order to prod him-into action. these troubled times, when our country is 
General Ramos would be urged either to in turmoil, We need each other, We will 
take direct command of the Philippine prevail. Amen.” | 
military as Acting Chief of Staff accord- “General, there are rumors that, 
ing to Mr. Marens’ announcement, or to martial law will be declared by Mr. Mar- 
resion in disgust and call on others to cos tomorrow or soon. Is this true?” 
follow him if, indeed, the Marcos an- “I don’t think so. I have been very 
nouncement was another hoax or bluff. vocal against such a plan. Mr. Enrile has 
However, the final advice from Cory's also taken my side. In 1972, whem Mr. 
feadquarters came: Why have an outright Marcos declared martial law, ine7e was 
confrontation? Why not try a friendly economic chaos, the flood §.: —éntral 
dialogue first? And if it doesn’t work, Luzon and other — so that the 
then resort to picketing. people supported his move in declaring 
An’ appointment with Gen. Fidel martial law, But today. I don’t think, ..” 
Ramos wes mranged for 4:00 p.m. of “But can he dectarc it without letting 
February 22. The delegation of 22 con- you know befavchand?” 
sisted of: Lulu Teodoro, Joe and Marilou. Yes, you seo, he has his own circle. 
Alejandro, Rene and Lennic Velencia, As a matter of fact, he has his own army 
Cheding Arroyo, Linda Almario, Bubut within the army. Yes, he can deciare it , 
Dichupa, Pearl Doromal, Annette Felicia. with General Ver.” 50.8) p 4s 
no, Miren Fuentes, Rory Galan, Malu’ evopen ofthe US | 
Gump, Lydia Mesa, Rose Prieto, Lyzell, Fah ah} mh ee 
Chiqui Server, Rose Sobrepefia, Nellie de 1US doai-not_went to, vapor enother 
Veyra, and Mona Lee Villacoria. wy ~ way 
It is difficult to recall now who asked _. “Are you in.a position now to solve - 
what questions and how. Anyway, here is the problems of the military. . aaded 
eee any. ah dene ae ot they say I'm 
4:15 p.m., Saturday, February 22,° : ' 
1986, Ayala Alabang Village. Acting Chief of ‘Staff, tomorrow, I'm | 


again Deputy Chief of Staff, General Ver 
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is still in complicte conunand. You must 


have read about my request to stop all . 


those rush promotions and appointments 
because it will create confusion and 
demolish morale in the service. 1 had to 
do it in writing with copy to the press in 
order to put it on record. All | want is to 
reimpos* professionalism and dignity in 
the service in place of today's personal 
loyalty and patronage system. The prob- 
tem is quite serious. You see, Mr. Ver has 
for alinest 20 years been allowed to or- 
gonize his own army within the army. 
The Regional Unified Command concept 
puts all branches of the service directly 
under the RUC Commander and puts us 
all Service Commanders — PC, Navy, Air 
Force — in the bar‘xground with very lit- 
Ue authority. This is a big problem which 
cannot be solved overnight.” . * 

“Mr. Marcos announced that you will 
be the Acting Chief of Staff, did he not?” 


“It know they use me 2s a deodorant | 


every time there is a credibility problem. 
They think [m an American boy and 
every tim the papers say that, my stock 
with Mr. Marcos goes down. 


extting et the back of the bus in Georgia. . 
1 did not even acquire their accent.” 
“How is Mr. Marcos’ health?” ” 


i've wid 
many American visitrs that | wis in the 
U.S. for mly five years ad Lecperienced 


“tle is not the same Marcos of 1965." 


“What do you think of Mr. Enrile’s. 


resignation and the role of General Ver: 


in this?” 


“Like { said. General Ver was allowed ‘ 


to form his own army within the army, 


And it is out of the control and authority 
of Mr. Enrile, I cannot resign because if | 


1 do, then those who are depending on 
nic, the young professional soldiers, will 
lore their future. We, Mr. Enrcile and |, 
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To the 22 who met with General 
Ramos on February 22, 1986, what start- 
ed out as a plan to hold 2 picket tumed 


barricades near White 


The dialogue paid off, indeed. The rest 
is history, 
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COLUMNIST CRITICIZES ALLEGED U.S. INTERFERENCE 
Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK In English 23 Jul 86 pp 3, 16 


[Article by Luis V. Teodoro in “Vantage Point" column: "Keeping the World 
Safe for McDonald's") 





[Text] . HERE is a disturbing con- The United States has made « virtue 
fluence between the visit here of being against something and being for 
of US Secretary of State George nothing except the preservation of ‘the 

Shultz and the sudden upsurge of anti status quo. Its ideology can be summed 
communist sentiments from some of the up in the desire to keep things as they 
most backward elements in Phi ippine are, and even to turn back the clock 
society today. These elements have and restore everywhere a situation in 
abandoned their public image at Feb- which everyone paid obeisance to US 


ruary revolutionaries and are now quite interests and dared not trifle with such 

unashamedly saying that everyone who ideas as social change 

fights for better working conditions, or Those interests, and not the achieve- 

wants tuition fees lowered, is probably a ment of the democracy to which it claims 

communist and deserves to be arrested -- the profoundest allegiance, are at the core 

or at the very least put on a “watchlist.” of American anticommunism. In the 
the folly of dealing United States itself, lack of change and 


the only answer to rebellion is the use of 


Everyone is entitled to his opinion. 
But ti« opinions of these Filipino anti- 
comrasaists have behind them not only 
«the potential of becoming national poli- 
cies but the actuality of their having once 
been basic to the manner in which this 


country was voverned. Anticommuncm 


a5 
iF 
ef 
ul 
=f 
+ 


US would like te ee in other societies 
rurutabitits ar 4 cernrece notte: 


will almost always endanger US interests. 


was ihe very f nals? jot people it perceives to be communists, 
SS NO ie oor teakeyr because “contamination” with radical 
moeption had jususiied everytning, trou ideas can lead to assertions of independ. 
its encouragement of tourism to its ence ead such other changes as self. 
massacre of entire villages, in (.¢ name relianc: ard the restructuring of social 
of anticommunism. and political systems. 

Anticommunism was, indeed, the As it has shown in Grenada, in Viet- 
only consistent policy of the past regime, nam, in the bombing of Libya and even 
and the most important reason why, up in its sabre-rattling against the Soviets, 
to the very last minutes before it col- the United States doesn't want accommo- 
lapsed, the United States supported it. dation or any kind of peace in which 
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transform societies in order 

them habitations fit for human beings. 
One suspects that it is for the pleasure 

of this 


=i § afi THIHh 
lids 
ea ie 
i eh Hel 


. 


point shared by the Philippine mils. ’, 
which, while claimine to be ‘or divic ce 
at the cate “irre P< te 


ii 
fe 


NUCH TA pe ) Lt sts 
the participation of communists in “polit- 
ical processes’ beyond casting their 


to surrender while agrecing in principle 
to a ceasefire must be the worst kind of 
scoundrel. 

A turthcr ramification of this stategy 
is the idea that participation in the elector- 
al process is the best expression of res- 
ponsible political behavior. As Mr. Shultz 
put it: the strategy “contemplates the 
return of people to the normal stream of 
life and the ability to take part in the 


political processes if they want to under. 
take it.” 


problem is what is meant by 


ai 
; 
E 
F 


then to the Philippine 
allowed to take their 


not 
seats because the Parity Amendment, 
were 


hope of returning to “the normal 
stream of life.” 
The basic assumption in this strategy 


global order it protects and not to have the , 
temerity to také contro! of thew des- 


governments are destabilized, why people 
are jailed or massacred, why millions 
starve and children suffer, have been 
eventually led to the conclusion that the 
answer to the question lies in the US de- 
termination to keep the world as it is: a 
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place of wast suffering, but also a place 
kept safe for General Motors and Mc- 
Donald's. That it is a veritable conspiracy 
against everyone by the United States and 
its collaborators in the Third World is, 
meanwhile, amply proven by the commo- 
nality of their purposes ard their me- 
thods. 
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THAILAND 


COMMERCE MINISTRY SEES U.S. TALKS AS FAILURE 
Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 15 Jul 86 pp 7, 8 


{Unattributed report: "Effort To Lobby the United States Is Total Failure; 
Thailand Should Find Other Markets" ] 


(Excerpt) Chirayu headed a negotiating team to lobby the U.S. House Budget 
Committee. This effort ended in failure. The United States refused to give us 
any hope. It repeated that Thailand must try to help itself on both the Farm 
Act and textile matters, because the United States is in dire straits itself. 


Thailand must start looking for new markets to replace U.S. markets during the 
next 5-10 years. 


A news report from the Ministry of Commerce informed NAEO NA that at the end 
of last week, the U.S. House Budget Committee headed by Mr Willian Gray 
held an urgent meeting with a Thai delegation composed of people from both the 
public and private sectors. The Thai delegation was headed by Mr Chirayu 
Isarangkun Na Ayuthaya, the acting minister of industry. The meeting was held 
at the Department of Commerce. The main topics discussed at the meeting were 
the Farm Act and the export of textiles to U.S. markets. 


A news source said that the U.S. Budget Committee clearly expressed its 
unwillingness to provide any help or give any hope to Thailand on either the 
Farm Act or textile problems even though Mr Chirayu in effect asked the United 
States to show some sympathy for Thailand because of the effects that these 
things are having on Thailand. In particular, the Farm Act has hada great 
effect on rice prices. The United States has cut prices, which has had a bad 
effect on both countries while benefiting buyers. 


Mr Willian Gray said that the U.S. economy is very weak. The United States is 
buying huge quantities of goods from abroad but is having problems selling its 
goods abroad. As aresult, the U.S. trade deficit is growing worse. Thailand 
already enjoys a trade surplus with the United States. 


In this situation, the United States has to take action to solve its domestic 
problems, including the trade deficit and the unemployment problem. At the 
Same time, trade partners such as Thailand will have to rely on themselves 
more. Because in the past, the United States has provided help to the point 
where Thailand can now help itself. 
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"Mr Willian Gray said that the United States and Thailand are still friends. 
But the situation has changed. The United States is in dire straits, too, and 
so Thailand should show some sympathy for the United States. The United States 
must take action in order to survive," said the news source about the 
statement made by Mr Willian Gray. 


As for the textile problem, Mr Gray said that Thailand should start looking 
for other markets. And not just for the immediate period but for the next 5-10 
years as well. He said that the United States will not be a market of great 
potential as in the past. 


The news source said that Mr Gray also said that he is a Democrat and so he 
has to try to monitor the activities of President Reagan, who is a Republican. 
"In short, these negotiations did not achieve anything. The United States 
continues to maintain the same attitude even though Thailand has asked it to 
show sympathy." 
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THAILAND 


COLUMNIST BLASTS SRV LEADERSHIP, NOTES LE DUAN'S DEATH 
Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 17 Jul 86 p 5 


[Zebra Path column by Pracha Ratprasat] 


(Text] Le Duan, an important figure in the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV), 
died recently. It is said that his death is a great personal loss for the 


country but that this will definitely not affect the structure or operations 
of the CPV. 


What effects will this have on Thailand? This is a very interesting question 
and is well worth thinking about. Because in Southeast Asia today, the role 
played by Vietnam has a great effect on the stability of this region. Even 
though there is talk about an expansion in Soviet trade activties, the 
variable that directly affects the situation in Southeast Asia is the role 
and intentions of Vietnam, particularly the spread of Vietnamese 
neocolonialism in Laos and Cambodia. Thus, Vietnam's role is extremely 
important to the general stability of this region and inevitably affects us as 
well. After all, we share a long border with Laos and Cambodia. 


Will the death of this Vietnamese leader have any effect on the border 
Situation? No, it won't! This is the first thing that we must understand. Mr 
Le Duan was known as a “hardliner” within the party. He began following this 
line on behalf of Vietnam before World War 2. He fought side by side with Ho 
Chi Minh in the struggle for independence against France and in the Vietnam 
War against the United States. Thus, the "hardliners" can also be referred to 
as the "old line” group of the CPV. 


These “old line" leaders are still an important factor in setting Vietnamese 
policy. They have played a leading role ever since the end of the Vietnamese 
War and are the ones responsible for the use of military force in Laos and 
Cambodia during the past decade. Mr Le Duc Tho and Nguyen Co Thach, whom Thai 
know very well, are members of this group, too. 


The CPV is like other communist parties throughout the world. There is nothing 
exceptional or magical about it. The "new liners" are also an important 
element in the party. Political observers refer to this group as the 
"reformers." What will distinguish the policy lines of these two groups? The 
answer is the situation in Laos and Cambodia. 
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The fact is, Vietnam's occupation of Laos and Cambodia has had a severe impact 
on Vietnam's domestic economy. It can be said that of all the countries in 
Southeast Asia, Vietnam has had the worst economic performance during this 
decade even though it has received much support from the Soviet Union. It 
provides an example of total failure. This great economic disaster will 
continue to grow worse as long as Vietnam sticks to the "old line” in 
occupying Laos and Cambodia. Watch and see! 
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THAILAND 


CHAWALIT SEEKS THANOM-PRAPHAT ADVICE, OTHERS COMMENT 
Bangkok SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN in Thai 13 Jul 86 p 9 


[Unattributed report: "Advisors to Chawalit: Old and Worn, Don't Forget To 
Scrape Away the Rust"] 


[Text] One interesting act by Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut following his sudden 
appointment to the position of RTA CINC was his approaching Field Marshal 
Thanom Kittikhachon and Field Marshal Praphat Charusathian and asking them to 
serve as advisors to the army. This move by Gen Chawalit is very interesting. 
People wonder what the army leader, who is known as the "clever strategist of 
the army,” is up to. 


Reports state that at the beginning of this month, Gen Chawalit went to see 
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikhachon at his home on Soi Ranong 2. Besides going 
to pay his respects to a senior person after being appointed RTA CINC, Gen 
Chawalit also invited Field Marshal Thanom to serve as an advisor to the army. 
The report stated that besides that, Gen Chawalit also paid a courtesy call on 
Field Marshal Praphat Charusathian and invited him to serve as an advisor to 
the army, too. He feels that both of these men have much experience and 
detailed knowledge about military matters. Gen Chawalit wants to make use of 
the great experience of these two former senior military officiers in 
developing the army based on his policies. 


Maj Gen Naritdon Detpradiyut, the secretary of the army, said that this is the 
policy of Gen Chawalit. He wants to invite former army officers who held the 
position of army chief of staff or higher to give advice and keep them 
informed about developments in the army. These people will give advice about 
what should be done to improve the military. 


"Both of these people have much experience, and they achieved outstanding 
results in their work. They will provide advice on what should be done to 
improve the army," said Maj Gen Naritdon. He denied the rumor that those 
approached are involved in politics. This will be carried out after the 
election. 
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However, a military news source told SAPDA WICHAN that field marshals Thanom 
and Praphat are not the only former senior officers who will be asked to 
serve as advisors to the army. About 10 people will be approached, including 
Gen Soem Na Nakhon, Gen Pin Thammasi, and Gen Chao Sawatdisongkhran. 


"About 10 people will be asked. From the list that I saw, one of those is Gen 
Chao," said the mews source. He said that using former senior officers as 
advisors will help in developing the army, because these former officers have 
much experience. Some have written books or thought about implementing various 
projects. 


Gen Chao Sawatdisongkhram, one of those who will apparently be asked to serve 
as an advisor to the army, told SAPDA WICHAN that he does not know anything 
about this. He has heard talk about this but does not know the details. But if 
he is asked to serve as an advisor to the army, there shouldn't be any 
problem. He has much experience and once held the position of deputy supreme 
commander. 


"I think that this is a good idea. Inviting former senior officers to serve as 
officiers will make use of their experience. Making use of these people 
instead of ignoring them is a good idea," said Gen Chao. 


Gen Chao held several important positions. For example, in 1980 he served as 
assistant RTA CINC. In 1981 he was appointed deputy under secretary of 
defense, and in 1982 he served as deputy supreme commander, his last position 
before retiring. He is now 64 years old. 


Gen Pin Thammasi said that he does not know much about this either. But he 
would be glad to serve as an army advisor. An advisor is not paid a salary. He 
is just paid an allowance for attending meetings. But this is an honor. For 
example, he serves as an advisor to a royal project headed by Gen Prem 
Tinsulanon, the prime minister. 


"I think that this is a good idea. People will have a chance to hear the views 
of older people and make use of their experience. Things will be done in a 
more thoughtful manner. Because if the military does things too hastily, that 
could lead tio mistakes," said Gen Pin to SAPDA WICHAN. He added that Gen 
Kriangsak Chamanan, Gen Saiyut Koetphon, and Gen Lek Naeomali should be asked 
to serve as advisors, too, because they have much knowledge about staff 
matters. 


"I am a combat soldier. I would probably give advice on how to deploy our 
combat forces to benefit the country and military,” said Gen Pin. 


As for what he thinks about the new army leader, Gen Pin said that he is a 
good person. He is very smart. Many officers from Chulachomklao Royal Military 
Academy, classes 1 and 2, served under him. For example, Lt Gen Phichit 
Kunlawanit, the ist Army Region commander, ser.* ©<‘*4r him when he [Phichit] 
was a lieutenant. 











"I first met Gen Chawalit in Vietnam. We served there together. He was a 
battalion operations chief. Lt Gen Phichit was an assistant. Chawalit is a 
very smart man. He remembers everything and studies hard," said Gen Pin. 


Gen Pin has much experience. He served as commander of the 4th and ist army 
regions, and assistant RTA CINC. He retired as deputy RTA CINC along with Gen 
Prayut Charumani. He is now 65 years old. 


Inviting retired officers to serve as advisors to the army is a new step by 
Gen Chawalit. This is something that should be watched. 
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4TH ARMY CHIEF ON SEPARATIST THREAT, PHUKET RIOT 
Bangkok SIAM RAT SAPDA WICHAN in Thai 13 Jul 86 pp 54, 55 


{Interview with Lt Gen Wanchai Chitchamnong, the 4th Army Region commander; 
date and place not specified) 


[Excerpts] [Question] Would you tell us about the general situation in the 
south and about the 4th Army Region's operation against the Malaysian 
communist guerrillas? 


[Answer] As for the general situation in the south, as you know, there are 
still three movements: the communist terrorists, the bandit terrorists, and 
the Malaysian commmist guerrillas. The first two groups are now like ordinary 
criminals. They are no longer fighting for their ideals. They ae just ‘crying 
to make money by robbing people. They are just trying to survive. The third 
group, that is, the Malaysian communist guerrillas, still pose a problem in 
the south. We have launched an operation. Previously, we gave greater 
attention to the other two groups because the communist terrorists and bandit 
terrorists posed a greater danger to the government than did the Malaysian 
comminist guerrillas. The objective of the communist terrorists was to seize 
state power from the Thai government. The bandit terrorists tried to split the 
country, and that affected security. But the Malaysian communist guerrillas 
have just used our territory as a base. 


Originally, their goal was to liberate Malaysia. But they now have absolutely 
no chance of doing that. Malaysia is a democratic country, and their people 
understand the democratic system of government. They don't want a communist 
system. Because of this, this group has become a problem for us. Because now 
that they are here, they have to do something to obtain money. And they obtain 
their money from the Thai people. Because of this, the Malaysian communist 
guerrillas can be compared to separatists. Thai can't go into the border area 
from Yala to Narathiwat. They occupy that area. That is, they have influence 
there and won't allow outsiders to enter the area. When we enter the area, we 
often step on mines and are shot at. And outside that area, they demand 
protection money from those who operate businesses, particularly those who 
operate rubber plantations. They also demand protection money from those whe 
build roads and dams. It's as if they had state power over us. They are like a 
state within a state. We have lost sovereignty there. We now view this group 
as a direct threat to us and so we are taking action to suppress the Malaysian 
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communist guerrillas. We have established a 4th Army Region forward 
headquarters at the Ingkhayutborihan Camp in Pattani Province. We have been 
conducting operations since 21 May. We have launched attacks. We have applied 
military pressure in order to destroy their capacity to wage war. They still 
have forces that are capable of waging war against us. We are using forces to 
put pressure on them. We have attacked their bases. 


Since 21 May, we have seized 14 bases, including more than 300 buildings. We 
conducted an investigation and then burned them. We then withdrew our forces 
in order to attack them elsewhere. Our goal is not to kill or shoot all of 
them. That is impossible. Things have been like that for 40 years. Instead, 
our goal is to make things difficult for them and make them tired of living in 
the jungle. We are also trying to cut their supply lines and keep them from 
obtaining supplies in the plains. If things become very difficult for then, 
they will probably surrender to us. If large numbers surrender, we will set up 
villages for them along the border. We will administer these villages. This is 
our goal. This group does not have a front, because they are foreigners. Thus, 
dealing with this group is easier than it was with the other two groups. 


[Question] The Malaysian communist guerrillas still have many armed troops, 
isn't that right? 


[Answer] Yes, they still have many armed troops. They have about 1,500-1,600 
aimed troops. These are located along the border from Yala to Narathiwat. We 
have not yet launched any operations against those in Narathiwat. They have 
powerful forces there. If we launch an operation, we will suffer heavy 
casualties. Thus, we have launched operations in Yala and Betong, which are 
economic areas and which have a greater impact on Thai. We will do things area 
by area. After we have cleared an area, we will develop the area and build 
roads to the area. We will set up villages and establish a system to maintain 
security within the villages. These villages will be under local 
administration. We are doing this area by area. Otherwise, things will be just 
like during the past 40 years. That is, in the past, after we launched attacks 
and withdrew, they returned to the area. That happened over and over. But this 
new plan will take time. 


[Question] The armed forces of the Chinese communist guerrillas are even 
larger than those of the communist terrorists and bandit terrorists, isn't 
that right? 


[Answer] That's right. Today, the communist terrorists and bandit terrorists 
each have about 300 men. And these 300 men do not operate as organized units 
like the Malaysian communist guerrilla units. The Malaysian communist 
guerrillas operate as pnion members or weaken the communist nature of the 
Youth Union organization. 


Second, return to the basic level the right to take the initiative in 
admitting Youth Union menbers. 


The Youth Union echelons at the district and provincial echelons refer to 
“giving the right" to the basic level to develop the Youth Union. In fact, 
this is not a matterof "giving the right," but of returning the legal right of 
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the basic unit to take the initiative in admitting new Youth Union members, as 
called for by the Youth Union statutes. That right of the basic level is 
still being expropriated to a considerable extent. In one province more than 
60 percent of the basic units still do not have that right, even thought they 
have been recognized as basic Youth Union members. Not returning to the basic 
level the right to develop the Youth Union arises from the state subsidy 
working method and lack of confidence in the basic level. The district 
echelon attempts to do everything, which results in bureaucratic red tape, and 
it often takes months between a recommendation and a decision to admit a Youth 
Union member. 


A matter requiring unanimity in the Youth union development work is issuing 
membership cards immediately and not stretching it out. There have even been 
instances in which the reviewing organization loses mich time in issuing cards 
to new Youth Union members. With regard to principle, everyone clearly 
understands that when youths are admitted into the Youth Union that means that 
they are sufficiently qualified to receive Youth Union cards. That irrational 
"mistake" may be one of the reasons why the problem of issuing Youth Union 
cards has not been definitively resolved during the past several years. Only 
60 to 70 percent have been issued membership cards. That has also 
considerably affected the development of the Youth Union. 


Third, in developing the Youth Union numerically we mist maintain quality and 
create an appropriate ratio of Youth Union forces in the different spheres, 
and build and consolidate an increasingly strong Youth Union organization. 


As stated above, the development rate of the Youth Union in 1985 in the Mekong 
Delta provinces, in comparison to previous years, was a great leap forward 
with regard to both the numbers and quality of Youth Union members. The 
actual situation has demonstrated that places in which the number of Youth 
union members is large have tight, strong Youth Union organizations and 
seething youth activities, and the Youth union role is heightened. However, 
there occurs the phenomenon of admitting Youth Union members in order to 
fulfill emulation norms and mobilize youth to enlist in military service. It 
must be affirmed that Youth Group development is a vital, life-or-death 
mission of the Youth Union organization which must be carried out 
continuously, and is not an activity of an adermission to come again in order 


to accompany you when you visit villagers. 


[Answer] I would be glad to have you come. Please come at any time. Thank you 
again. 
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EX-CPT, NOW CANDIDATE INTERVIEWED ON PLANS, POTENTIAL 
Bangkok KHAO PHISET in Thai 14-20 Jul 86 pp 32, 33 


{Interview with Chaturon Chaisaeng, Democrat candidate No 4 in Constituency No 
1, Chachoengsao Province, by Mr Innawa Ocha and Mr Maitri Ungphadon in 
June 1986 in Chachoengsao Province] 


[Text] In June 1986, Mr Innawa Ocha, a Swede who works as a 
political reporter for DAJENT NAIHITER, which is published in 
Tokyo, Japan, and Mr Maitri Ungphakon, a reporter for THE 
NATION REWIEW, interviewed Mr Anan and Mr Chaturon Chaisaeng, 
Democrat candidates No 3 and No 4 in Constituency No 1 in 
Chachoengsao Province. A KHAO PHISET reporter was present at 
the interview. Because this interview has not yet been widely 
disseminated even though Mr Chaturon, the son of Mr Anan 
Chaisaeng, is a young intellectual and a former student 
leader who has entered the political arena, KHAO PHISET is 
reprinting the interview here. 


[Question] You once fled into the jungle, is that correct? 


[Answer] That's right. I lived in the jungle for almost 4 years. About a year 
after returning to Bangkok, I went to the United States to continue my 
studies. 


(Question] Where did you stay when you were in the jungle? 
[Answer] In Phayao and Nan provinces. 


[Question] Do you think that that experience will pose any obstacle in your 
election campaign? 


[Answer] Some. But actually, there is no evidence showing that I ever went 
into the jungle. All that is generally known is that I was away from home for 
a period. And that happened 10 years ago. Most people have forgotten about 
that. Some people are interested. Initially, some people may have been 
suspicious. But I have tried to explain what happened and make them understand 
the pressures on me that led to that decision. Most people understard. 
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[Question] Do you mention this during your speeches? 


[Answer] No. The only thing that I say is that the political situation force! 
me to go live elsewhere temporarily and that I experienced difficulties for a 
long time. But I intend to explain things so that the people understand where 
I went, what I did, why I went, and why I returned. I think that the people 
will understand. There are several others who had the same experiences ami who 
are running for election. There are MPs who have backgrounds similar to mine. 


The villagers have accepted then. 
[Question] What did you do while you were in the jungle? 


[Answer] I did a variety of things. It would take a long time to explain 
things. The matter is rather complex. I learned about communism and about 
effecting social change through violence. I was very disappointed. The 
situation had forced us to participate in an armed struggle. That was not our 
method. That was not what we wanted. We did not agree with that. 


[Question] Do you think that the defeat of the Thai communists stemmed from 
the fact that the communists stopped providing help? 


[Answer] That was due in part to the Chinese commmists. But there was also an 
internal conflict between the pro-Chinese communists and those who took the 
Soviet-Vietnamese-Cambodian line. We never expected that. Another thing is 
that the Communist Party of Thailand did not have a good understanding of Thai 


society. 


[Question] Do you think that this experience will benefit you from the 
standpoint that the people will view you as a person with experience and as « 
fighter? 


(Answer) Perhaps. But actually, for a person with my background, it is not 
easy to achieve political success. But I think that I still have a chance. 
Because my family and my level of education are accepted by most people. The 
people support having former student leaders play a new role. 


[Question] Will the recent change in military leaders have any effect on Thai 
politics? 


[Answer] Your are undoubtedly referring to the appointement of Gen Chawalit 
Yongchaiyut as RTA CINC. I was very happy to hear Gen Chawalit say that the 
military would not interfere in politics. I think that he is a democratic 
general. I think that this is a good beginning and that this will lead to 
systematic changes. And it is a fundamental change in the military. But I 
don't think thet “> people can expect a single person to solve all the 
problems. This Ke time, and every sector must cooperate. I hope that 
Gen Chawalit Y.._-> jsut will begin to create a basis for new changes. I 
believe that the par .iamentary system will serve as the people's bargaining 


power. 


[Question] If the government that is elected is a civilian govermment, will 
there be any problems? 
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[Answer] Yes, it would. That is normal. But civilians must try to prove that 
they can administer the country amd solve the economic problems </ the people. 


[Question] Many people say that MPs come to see the villagers only during 
campaigns. After that, they stay in Bangkok for 4 years until the next 
election. 


[Answer] But Chachoengsao is very near Bangkok. (those present laugh) My 
father returns here every evening. I plan to live at home for the most part. I 
have much to do to get to know the people here better. If I am elected, I will 
continue to meet with the penion members or weaken the communist nature of the 


Youth Union organization. 


Second, return to the basic level the right to take the initiative in 
admitting Youth Union members. 


The Youth Union echelons at the district and provincial echelons refer to 
“giving the right" to the basic level to develop the Youth Union. In fact, 
this is not a matte of “giving the right," but of returning the legal right of 
the basic unit to take the initiative in admitting new Youth Union members, as 
called for by the Youth Union statutes. That right of the basic level is 
still being expropriated to a considerable extent. In one province more than 
60 percent of the basic units still do not have that right, even thought they 
have been recognized as basic Youth Union members. Not returning to the basic 
level the right to develop the Youth Union arises from the state subsidy 
working method and lack of confidence in the basic level. The district 
echelon attempts to do everything, which results in bureaucratic red tape, andi 
it often takes months between a recommendation and a decision to admit a Youth 
Union member. 


A matter requiring unanimity in the Youth union development work is issuing 

cards immediately and not stretching it out. There have even been 
instances in which the reviewing organization loses much time in issuing cards 
to new Youth Union members. With regard to principle, everyone clearly 
understands that when youths are admitted into the Youth Union that means that 
they are sufficiently qualified to receive Youth Union cards. That irrational 
"mistake" may be one of the reasons why the problem of issuing Youth Union 
cards has not been definitively resolved during the past several years. Only 
60 to 70 percent have been issued membership cards. That has also 
considerably affected the development of the Youth Union. 


Third, in developing the Youth Union mmerically we must maintain quality and 
create an apprupriate ratio of Youth Union forces in the different spheres, 
and build and consolidate an increasingly strong Youth Union organization. 


As stated above, the development rate of the Youth Union in 1985 in the Mekong 
Delta provinces, in comparison to previous years, was a great leap forward 
with regard to both the numbers and quality of Youth Union members. The 
actual situation has demonstrated that places in which the number of Youth 
union members is large have tight, strong Youth Union organizations and 
seething youth activities, and the Youth union role is heightened. However, 
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there occurs the phenomenon of admitting Youth Union members in order to 
fulfill emulation noms and mobilize youth to enlist in military service. It 
must be affirmed that Youth Group development is a vital, life-or-death 
mission of the Youth Union organization which must be carried out 
continuously, and is not an activity of an adermission to come again in order 
to accompany you when you visit villagers. 


[Answer] I would be glad to have you come. Please come at any time. Thank you 
again. 
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COLUMNIST FAULTS ARMY INTERFERENCE IN POLITICS 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 8 Jul 86 p 5 
[Ta Mo lo colum: “The Military Sphere and the Political Sphere") 


[Excerpts] You probably know what Gen Athit's views are on the military and 
politics, or politics and the military. He continues to hold the same views as 
before. "The military must interfere in politics, because soldiers are 
citizens, too. They are entitled to exercise their democratic rights." 


You probably remember that when Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut was appointed RTA 
CINC in place of Gen Athit Kamlangek, he stated that his policy--which was 
like a promise to the people--is to keep the military out of politics, or 
keep politics out of the military. 


Trying to understand the military-politics issue is like trying to understand 
which came first, the chicken or the egg. People can argue forever without 
ever coming to a conclusion unless the "borders" of the military and political 
spheres are clearly demarcated. Theoretically, based on the constitution and 
the laws now in force, to which both soldiers and civilians are subject, there 
shouldn't be any problems. The reason why there are problems is that people 


frequently “commit fouls." They frequently “overturn the board." 


During just the 6 years that Gen Prem has been prime minister, there have been 
two coup attempts and many "tense" situations, all of which were caused by the 
military. And the military can't deny that Gen Prem rose from RTA CINC to 
prime minister because of pressure from the military (certain groups). And the 
reason why the Prem administration had to dissolve parliament and call a new 
election was that the opposition groups that toppled the governemnt received 
“encouragement from certain senior military officers. Thus, there must be a 
major reform of the army. 


Whenever soldiers are unhappy with the governent's policy, they go on 
television and radio and criticize the government. This leads to political 
tension and "rigidity" in economi~ circles. They do this citing their rights 
as citizens in a democracy. But most people don't enjoy these rights. 
Actually, it is possible to reach an understanding on what rights soldiers 
have as citizens and to define the boundaries of the military and politics 
without infringing on the rights of soldiers as citizens. The only requirement 


is that the military must accept the rules, that is, the country's 
constitution and laws. The civilized countries have already provided us with 


an example. It all depends on how sincere people are. 


11943 30 
CSO: 4207/296 








THAILAND 


COLUMNIST DECRIES UNIFORMITY IN PARTIZS' PLATFORMS 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 9 Jul 86 p 5 


[Ta Mo Lo column: "Why Are the Platforms of the Political Parties All the 
Same?" } 


[Excerpts] The Institute of Thai Studies, Thammasat University, sponsored a 
timely seminar on the topic "The Political Parties and Farm and Cooperative 
Group Policies." Representatives from several political parties were invited 
to come explain their party's farm and cooperative policies to the leaders of 
various farm and cooperative groups. 


As it turned out, none of the political parties was able to make much of an 
impression on the leaders of these groups. One farm leader who plays an 
important role told reporters that the platforms of the political parties are 
very similar and that none of the parties explained things clearly. In short, 
the leaders of the farm and cooperative groups decided not to endorse any 
political party. Instead, they will consider each candidate on an individual 
basis. I am not surprised that these leaders said that the political parties 
all have similar platforms. It can even be said that they have the same 
platform. 


Carelessness is one reason why their platforms are all the same. Another 
reason is that the leaders of some of the parties are not very smart. The 
party leaders can be compared to three types of plants, that is, annual 
plants, shrubs, and perinnial plants. The roots of each of these types of 
plants are at different depths. The roots of the first type are just under the 
surface. Those of the second type are somewhat deeper. Those of the third type 


are very deep and are spread out. 


Very few party leaders can be compared to perennial plants. That is, there are 
very few party leaders of great intelligence. Most party leaders can be 
compared to annual plants and shrubs. There are also those who are like 
Clinging vines, which rely on the perennial plants to sustain themselves. 


Thus, party platforms are like "central assets" that anyone can use. This is 
because most of our politicians are only "part-time" politicians. They are 
engaged in personal business activities to support themselves and their 
families (and sometimes their party). Their political work is like a hobby. If 








they win election, they carry out their duties as MPs and engage in political 
activities to some degree. If they lose the election, the quit politics for 
the time being and go back to their business. These politicians don't have 
time to concentrate on their political work, because they are so busy with 
their own business activities. They owe huge sums to the banks and so they 
have to keep working. Thus, almost all our politicians are like people who 
"fish with two hands." 


In formulating the party's platform, people look at the platforms of other 
parties. If they see something that they like, they include it in their 
party's platform. They listen to various scholars and read the newspapers. If 


they hear or see something they like, they put that in the platform. They just 
rewrite things and pass this off as the party's platform (to fool the people). 


The platforms of some parties are like strange pictures, portraying a 
capitalist economy, a welfare society, and socialist labor. This is because 
they don't know the sources of the ideas that they have copied. What is sad is 
that if a politician who is a thinker writes a platform that departs from the 
conventional, he is labeled a "communist." Such parties don't survive very 
long. 
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Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 15 Jul 86 p 4 
(Editorial: "Sham Democracy") 


[Text] It's strange that voter turnout in Bangkok Metropolitan, which is very 
prosperous, is much lower than in the provinces. And in the provinces, voter 
turnout in the home district [(muang district], which is considered to be 

center of the province, is lower than in the outlying districts. This is 
case even though public relations activities are carried on on the same sccle 
or on an ever greater scale in Bangkok and the home districts. This is because 
it is much more convenient to carry on public relations activities in the 


This lack of confidence in the ability of the MPs or political parties to 
democracy stems from the actions of the MPs and political parties. 


The same is true in the case of the coming election. Even though people are 
demanding that elected MPs serve as prime minister and ministers instead of 
asking outsiders to serve in these positions and even though the political 
parties are all trying to portray themselves as accepting the conditions of 
the people in order to build a more perfect democracy, certain candidates and 
certain parties still secretly favor appointing an outsider to the position of 
prime minister. 


Besides this, there are those who say that whoever becomes prime minister must 
be acceptable to various institutions if they are to be able to govern the 
country. Regardless of whether or not this is true, this is very discouraging 
to those who love democracy. In a real democracy, it is the people who have 
the right and power to govern themselves. They are not guided or controlled by 
some institution. Until we succeed in eliminating those powers outside the 
democratic system, we will not be able to induce knowledgeable people to 
exercise their right to vote. People should not be blamed for failing to 
exercise their rights. Those rights are just a sham and so why should they 
waste their time voting? 
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EDITORIAL ON FARMERS PAYING LOAN SHARK INTEREST RATES 
Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 12 Jul 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "The Losses of the Farmers") 


[Text] A survey conducted by the Agricultural Credit Development Group of the 
Bank of Thailand showed the interest rates that farmers must pay when they 
borrow money from from various sources, including merchants, relatives, and 
neighbors, instead of financial institutions. The highest rate was 72 percent. 
Although other sources loaned money at a lower rate than that, they were still 
higher than that authorized by law. 


The survey also broke things down as follows: In the north, the rate offered 
by merchants was 42.8 percent, that offered by relatives was 24.1 percent, and 
that offered by neighbors was 52.7 percent. Fifty-nine percent did not answer. 
In the northeast, the rates varied between 56.7 and 60 percent. In the east, 
the rate charged by merchants was the highest, 72 percent. This survey 
provided data on why farmers do not borrow from government financial 
institutions such as the Bank for Agriculture and Cooperatives or the 
commercial banks, which are now offering lower rates. 


This is similar to what farmers in the east told Television Channel 9 on the 
evening of 9 July. They said that the important reason was that government 
officials imposed too many petty regulations. They also said that people 
played favorites. This was the response by farmers who have experienced 
problems when asked why they did not borrow from the financial institutions, 
which are supposed to be loan sources for providing direct help to the 
farmers. But instead of borrowing from these sources, the farmers must borrow 
from private sources at high rates of interest. This is one problem. Our 
farmers are financial slaves of the financiers. 


Actually, the faremrs would like to rely on the public and private financial 
institutions. But the problem is that these sources of capital set too many 
conditions. For example, there is the matter of loan documents and collateral, 
and there are various regulations. Farmers feel that this creates too many 
difficulties for them. There must be some organization on which farmers can 
truly rely. And they must be able to get out from under their old detbs. 
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It will be very difficult for farmers to pay off their old debts. This is 
because they have borrowed from these private sources for a long time and owe 
huge amounts. They can't hope to pay off the principal. Interest rates are so 
high that they have trouble paying just the interest. The financiers who 
loaned them the money take their produce in lieu of the cash interest payment. 
For example, in some places, farmers pay in rice. Thus, there is no way for 
them to get out of debt. 


The losses from taking such loans pose a very heavy burden on our farmers. 
Furthermore, the weather is uncertain, as are crop prices. Their debts keep 
piling up, and they end up as slaves, a situation that they can do nothing 
about. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KAMPUCHEA 


CHEA SIM SPEAKS AT 3D MUNICIPAL KUFNCD CONGRESS 
BK260919 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 0430 GMT 25 Jul 86 


{Text] The Phnom Penh Municipal Front Committee opened the Third Municipal 
KUFNCD Congress at the Municipal Theater Hall on the morning of 24 July with 
the participation of front representatives from various offices and work units 
in Phnom Penh. Attending in the presidium on this occasion were, among others, 
Comrade Chea Sim, Political Bureau member of the party Central Committee and 
chairman of the National Assembly and of the KUFNCD National Council; Comrade 
Nguon Nhel, alternate Political Bureau member and secretary of Phnom Penh 
City's provisional party committee; and Comrade Thong Khon, alternate party 
Central Committee member and chairman of the Phnom Penh municipal people's 
revolutionary committee. A delegation of the Vietnam Fatherland Front of 

Ho Chi Minh City also attended as guests of honor. 


In his opening speech, Comrade Nguon Nhel talked glowingly about the 
enthusiastic participation of cadres and combatants of the front and mass 
organizations at all levels, in cooperation with state institutions and local 
authorities, in overcoming all difficulties to achieve great successes as 
expected by the party and state. He went on to say that all these successes 
certainly cannot be separated from the timely assistance of the Vietnamese 
party, government and people, Vietnamese volunteer army, and other fraternal 
socialist countries, particularly the VFF of Ho Chi Minh City. 


Speaking on that occasion, Comrade Chea Sim highly appreciated the great 
achievements of the Phnom Penh front committee. He urged all concerned to 
further spread from work among the masses. He stressed that the front organiza- 
tion must be close to the masses and explain the policies of the party and 
state to the people so that they have a better political grasp. In particular, 
cadres must set goodexample by heightening the sense of responsibility and 
patriotism and expanding the bonds of solidarity among Cambodia, Vietnam, and 
Laos. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KAMPUCHEA 


CHEA SIM ADDRESSES WOMEN'S MEETING 4 AUGUST 
BK060644 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 0430 GMT 6 Aug 86 


[Text] On the morning of 4 August, a meeting of women's movements throughout the 
country for the first quarter of 1986 was successfully concluded under the 
chairmanship of Comrade Chea Sim, member of the party Central Committee 

Political Bureau and chairman of the National Assembly and the KUFNCD National 
Council, 


For 3 days, the audience attentively listened to the report summing up the 
achievements scored during the past 6 months and the progress of women's 
associations in implementing the tasks of defending and building the father- 
land. Members of the audience also listened to the address made by the Phnom 
Penh revolutionary women's association on organizing socialist trade networks 


and some experiences for implementing the tasks during the second quarter of 
this year. 


Speaking on the occasion, Comrade Chea Sim highly appreciated the achievements 
of women's associations throughout the country in the past and stressed that 
every victory scored by the Cambodian revolution cannot be separated from the 
active contribution of women. Comrade Chea Sim called on members of the 
audience, upon returning to their localities, to strive to disseminate party and 
state policies among the people so that they clearly understand their role and 
duty in carrying out tasks to defend the fatherland, such as urging their husbands 
and sons to serve in the army, actively take part in proselytizing work, 
particularly to make efforts to visit families of invalid combatants and 
strengthen national and international militant solidarity bonds, particularly 
with the Vietnamese voluntary army. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KAMPUCHEA 


REPORTAGE ON AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS 
28 July-3 August 


BKO41045 [Editorial Report] Cambodian media monitored by Bangkok Bureau carried 
the following reports on agricultural developments in Cambodian during the 
reporting period 28 July-3 August: 


National ‘evel: Phnom Penh SPK in English at 1102 GMT on 28 July reports that 
by early July the Ministry of Agriculture in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Communications, Transport, and Posts had moved 10,000 metric tons of chemical 
fertilizer to various localities. This year, 11,084 metric tons will be given 
to peasants throughout the country, SPK says, adding that Takeo Province has 

so far received 1,375 metric tons of chemical fertilizer while Svay Rieng has 
received 578 metric tons and Kampot 925 metric tons. The ministry also provided 
the farmers with 25,000 liters of insecticide and bought 5,300 metric tons of 
rice seed from the population, SPK says in conclusion. 


Battambang Province: Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian at 1300 GMT on 
28 July carries an interview with Bam Suon, member of the provincial party 
committee, chairman of the previncial KUFNCD committee, and deputy for 
Battambang, in which he reports that the province plans to grow 312,000 hectares 
of rice and has plowed more than 100,000 hectares of land so far. The radio 

at 0430 GMT on 29 July reports that peasants in Moung Russei District have 
tilled more than 6,000 hectares of land, sowed more than 50 hectares, broadcast 
nearly 5,000 hectares of various types of rice, and planted 20 hectares of 
intensive rice. SPK in French at 1136 GMT on 29 July reports that Phnum Srok 
District had by mid-July plowed more than 5,600 hectares of ricefields and 
transplanted more than 3,700 hectares of the 18,170 hectares earmarked for 
various types of rice during the main growing season. According to SPK in 
English at 1104 GMT on 29 July, so far this year peasants in Preah Net Preah 
District have sold 4,032 metric tons of surplus paddy to the state. Last year 
they sold 2,500 metric tons. SPK in French at 1148 GMT on 28 July reports that 
by early July peasants in Banan District had plowed more than 1,900 hectares 

of ricefields, put more than 1,500 hectares under slash and burn rice, and 
planted nearly 300 hectares of subsidiary and industrial crops. 
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Kampot Province: SPK in French at 1148 GMT on 28 July notes that by mid-July, 
within the framework of the rainy-season rice planting campaign, peasants in 
Kompong Trach District had transplanted 1,860 hectares of rice, including 

140 hectares of intensive rice and more than 1,400 hectares of short-term 

rice. Their plan is to grow 18,800 hectares of rice during this monsoon, 

SPK says. SPK in English at 1104 GMT on 29 July reports by early July peasants 
in Kampot District had tilled 2,900 hectares of land, raised rice seedlings 

on 800 hectares, and planted 514 hectares with rice, 30U hectares with 
subsidiary food crops, and 9,700 pepper bushes. 


Kandal Province: Phnom Penh radio at 0430 GMT on 2 August reports that by the 
end of July peasants in the province had plowed more than 35,000 hectares of 
land, raised rice seedlings on more than 3,700 hectares, and broadcast or 
transplanted more than 12,200 hectares of rice, including 1,330 hectares of 
IR-36 and IR-42 rice, with Kien Svay, Kaoh Thom, Phnum Penh, and Kandal Stoeng 
taking the lead. Phnom Penh radio at 1300 GMT on 30 July presents a corres- 
pondent's report with sound effects describing farming activities in Phnum Penh 
District where so far 420 hectares of dry-season rice have been harvested, 

4,727 hectares of ricefields tilled, 1,402 hectares of rice sowed, including 
110 hectares of IR-36 rice, 164 hectares of rice transplanted, and 164 hectares 
of subsidiary crops planted. In another report, Phnom Penh radio at 1300 GMT 
on 3 August reports that during the lst hal* of the year peasants in Phnum Penh 
District distributed more than 450 metric tons of paddy and sold the state more 
than 850 metric tons of surplus rice. SPK in English at 1104 GMT on 29 July re- 
ports that by late July peasants in Kien Svay District had harvested early 
monsoon short-term rice on 170 of 340 hectares with an average yield of 3 metric 
tons per hectare. Moreover, corn is being gathered on 1,120 hectares. Mean- 
while, they put 630 hectares under rice, inlcuding 340 hectares of I-36 
variety. SPK in French at 1148 GMT on 28 July reports that peasants in Leuk Dek 
District had by early July transplanted 150 hectares of various types of rice 
out of 1,000 hectares earmarked for this monsoon. They had also planted more 
than 2,900 hectares of corn. 


Koh Kong Province: Phnom Penh radio at 0430 GMT on 31 July quotes Yay Soey, 
member of the provincial party committee and deputy for Koh Kong, as saying 
in an interview that during the lst half of 1986, peasants raised rice 
seedlings on 600 hectares, plowed more than 2,000 hectares of land, and 
transplanted rice on more than 1,000 hectares. 


Kompong Cham Province: Phnom Penh radio at 0430 GMT on 31 July reports that 

so far peasants in Tbong Khmum District have sold 952 metric tons of rice, 

% metric tons of beans, and 16 metric tons of sesame to the state. Phnom Penh 
radio at 1300 CMT on 31 Jul; ceports that by mid-July peasants in Ch ung Prey 
District had sold more than 1,064 metric tons of rice and paid more than 

450 metric tons of paddy in patriotic contributions to the state. Phnom Penh 
radio at 0430 GMT on 1 August reports that by mid-July peasants in Kaoh Sotin 
District had sold 110 metric tons of paddy and given another 4 metric tons 

to the state as patriotic contributions. Phnom Penh Radio at 1300 GMT on 

2 August reports that by mid-July peasants in Memot District had transplanted 








more than 1,200 hectares of various types of rice and planted more than 
5,000 hectares of highland rice and 3,000 hectares «f corn. SPK in English 
at 1142 GMT on 2 August reports that by late July peasants in Cheung Prey 
District had raised rice seedlings on 2,400 hectares and transplanted 

4,200 hectares of rice. The whole plan for this monsoon is 25,900 hectares, 
including 7,000 hectares of intensive rice farming. SPK in French at 

0406 GMT on 3 August reports that by mid-July peasants in Ponhea Krek District 
had plowed more than 4,530 hectares of land, raised rice seedlings on 920 
hectares, and transplanted more than 2,680 hectares with various types of 
rainy-season rice. They had also planted more than 1,500 hectares of 
subsidiary food crops. 


Kompong Chhnang Province: Phnom Penh radio at 0430 GMT on 3 August reports 
that by 17 July peasants in the province had plowed more than 16,500 hectares, 
including nearly 5,200 hectares with tractors, sowed nearly 3,600 hectares of 
various types of rice, broadcast, transplanted, or planted more than 8,900 
hectares, grown nearly 2,500 hectares of subsidiary crops, and reclaimed more 
than 3,000 hectares of land. 


Kompong Som City: According to Phnom Penh radio at 1300 GMT on 2 August, 
fishermen in Kompong Som caught more than 360 metric tons of sea food during 
the first 6 months of 1986. 


Kompong Speu Province: According to Phnom Penh radio at 0430 GMT on 3 August, 
peasants in Kong Pisei District sold more than 700 metric tons of paddy or 

74 percent of plan to the state and paid more than 670 metric tons of paddy 
in patriotic contribution during the first 6 months. 


Mondolkiri Province: In an interview granted to station correspondents and 
carried by Phnom Penh radio at 1300 GMT on 2 August, Chan Yoeun, member of the 
provincial party committee, says that during the lst half of this year peasants 
in the province tilled more than 1,653 hectares, transplanted more than 

1,073 hectares of rice, and reclaimed 922 hectares of land. 


Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey Province: Phnom Penh radio at 1300 GMT on 28 July 
reports that by 15 July peasants in the province had retilled nearly 19,300 
hectares of land, sowed more than 2,100 hectares of rice, and planted more 
than 19,000 hectares of slash and burn rice. Phnom Penh radio at 1300 GMT 
on 31 July reports that by June peasants in Srei Snam District had tilled 
more than 1,000 hectares of land, sowed more than 32 hectares of rice, 
broadcast more than 1,000 hectares of dribbling rice, and planted several 
hectares of subsidiary food crops. 


Stung Treng Province: Phnom Penh radio at 1300 GMT on 29 July says that by 
early July peasants in the province had plowed more than 5,800 hectares of 
ricefields, raised rice seedlings on nearly 800 hectares, transplanted more 
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than 2,700 hectares of rice, and planted nearly 700 hectares of slash and burn 
rice. SPK .° French at 1148 GMT on 28 July reports that by last June 
Thalabarive. District had planted 390 hectares of the 2,670 hectares of rice 
earmarked ‘or the current main rice growing season, including 550 hectares 

of slash-and-burn rice, and put some 270 other hectares under subsidiary 

food crops. So far, the district has doubled its herd to 4,600 head of 
cattle. The same SPK French report adds that by mid-June, peasants in the 
province had sold 1,068 metric tons of paddy to the state. 


Svay Rieng Province: Phnom Penh radio at 1300 GMT on 1 August reports that 

by mid-July peasants in Kompong Rou District had tilled more than 7,200 hectares 
of land, put nearly 500 hectares under rice seedlings, transplanted nearly 

1,000 hectares of various types of rice, and planted more than 100 hectares of 
subsidiary crops. The same radio broadcast quotes Duong Vanna, deputy for 

Svay Rieng Province, as saying that during the lst half of this year 1,000 
hectares of dry-season rice and 110,000 hectares of monsoon rice were planted 
and 6,688 metric tons of foodstuffs were purchased from the population. 


4-10 August 


BK120922 [Editorial Report] Cambodian media monitored by Bangkok Bureau carried 
the following reports on agricultural developments in Cambodia during the 
reporting period 4-10 August: 


Kandal Province: SPK in English at 1104 GMT on 6 August reports that by the 

end of July, the peasants in Dangkao District had plowed 5,000 hectares of land, 
put nearly 5,200 hectares under rice by direct sowing and transplanting, and 
covered some 200 hectares with subsidiary food crops. The district now counts 
4,418 head of draught animals. The readio at 1300 GMT on 10 August reports that 
this rainy season, the peasants in Phnum Penh District plan to grow 9,500 hec- 
tares of rice, including 1,300 hectares of intensive rice. By the end of July, 
they tilled nearly 5,600 hectares of land, sowed more than 1,400 hectares of 
rice, and transplanted more than 750 hectares of rice. 


Kompong Cham Province: SPK in English at 1102 GMT on 4 August reports that by 
the end of July, the peasants in Prey Chhor District had plowed 6,000 hectares 
of land, raised rice seedlings on over 1,000 hectares, and planted rice on 

426 hectares. Besides rice, they covered 540 hectares with subsidiary food 
crops, 225 hectares with corn, 90 hectares with soybean, and 100 hectares with 
vegetables. They plan to grow 18,980 hectares of rice this monsoon. SPK in 
French at 0419 GMT on 4 August reports that by the end of July, the peasants 

in Cheung Prey District had sowed 2,400 hectares of rice and transplanted 

4,200 hectares of rice. They plan to grow 25,400 hectares of rice this season. 


Kampot Province: The radio at 1300 GMT on 10 August reports that by the end 

of July, the peasants in Banteay Meas District had sowed 2,530 hectares of rice, 
transplanted nearly 2,000 hectares of rice, and produced more than 2,000 metric 
tons of natural fertilizer. SPK in French at 0419 GMT on 4 August reports that 
by the end of July, the peasants in Angkor Chey District had sowed 1,550 hec- 
tares of rice. 
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Kompong Thom Province: The radio at 0430 GMT on 7 August reports that by the 
end of July, the peasants in Kompong Thom Province had sowed more than 5,300 
hectares of various types of rice, broadcast more than 34,700 hectares of 
floating rice, and transplanted more than 4,690 hectares of rice. They also 
reclaimed more than 5,890 hectares of land and planted more than 3,500 hectares 
of subsidiary food crops. The radio at 1300 GMT on 8 August cited the deputy 
chief of Kompong Thom's agriculture service as saying that by early July, the 
peasants in this province had tilled 36,679 hectares of land, sowed 4,747 
hectares of rice, and planted more than 3,000 hectares of subsidiary crops 
and more than 4,000 hectares of industrial crops. The radio at 1300 GMT 

on 8 August also reported that by 10 July, the trade service in Kompong Thom 
Province had bought more than 3,100 metric tons of paddy from the peasants. 


Kompong Chhnang Province: SPK in English at 1129 GMT on 10 August reports that 
by the end of July, the peasants in Kompong Chhnang Province had plowed 16,540 
hectores of land, including 5,187 hectares by tractor, raised rice seedlings 
on 3,565 hectares, put 8,900 hectares under rice, including 7,039 hectares of 
floating rice, and covered 2,464 hectares with industrial and subsidiary food 
crops. They also turned 3,054 hectares of wasteland into rice fields. The 
radio at 0430 GMT on 8 August reports that by 28 July, the peasants in the 
province sold 4,000 metric tons of paddy and 30 metric tons of rice to the 
state. They also gave the state 1,400 metric tons of paddy as a national 
patriotic contribution. The radio at 1300 GMT on 9 August reports that by 
early July, the peasants in Kompong Leng District had transplanted 680 hectares 
of rainy season rice, sowed 26 hectares of various types of rice, broadcast 
nearly 960 hectares of floating rice, and planted nearly 200 hectares of corn. 


Kompong Speu Province: The radio at 1300 GMT on 4 August reports that by 

3 July, the peasants in Samraong Tong District had planted nearly 140 hectares 
of corn, nearly 30 hectares of cassava and sweet potato, and more than 270 
hectares of beans. 


Takeo Province: SPK in French at 0412 GMT on 11 August reports that by the end 
of July, the peasants in Prey Kabbas District had tilled 6,400 hectares of 
land, planted 5,000 hectares of rice, and put 900 hectares under subsidiary 
food crops. The radio at 0430 GMT on 5 August reports that by early July, 
the peasants in Treang District had tilled more than 7,800 hectares of land, 
sowed 1,624 hectares of various types of rice, broadcast and transplanted 
1,969 hectares of rice, and planted 235 hectares of subsidiary food crops. 
They also raised 26,807 oxen, 1,527 buffalo, 109 horses, and thousands of 
hogs and fowl. The radio at 0430 GMT on 10 August reports that by 19 July, 
the peasants in Bore icholasa District had retilled 650 hectares of land, 
sowed nearly 200 hectares of all types of rice, transplanted more than 

540 hectares of rice, and broadcast 5,550 hectares of all types of rice. 


Kratie Province: The radio at 0430 GMT on 9 August reports that by the end 

of June, the peasants in this province had tilled nearly 7,000 hectares of 
land, sowed 260 hectares of various types of rice, planted nearly 360 hectares 
of the early and slash-and-burn rice, grew more than 100 hectares of dibbling 
rice, and transplanted 70 hectares of IR-36 rice. They also planted nearly 
2,800 hectares of subsidiary food crops and nearly 1,800 hectares of 
industrial crops and reclaimed more than 350 hectares of wasteland. 
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Svay Rieng Province: SPK in English at 1129 GMT on 10 August reports that by 
the end of July, the peasants in the province had transplanted rice on 

10,890 hectares of land out of the 147,000 hectares earmarked for this 

monsoon season rice cropping. The radio at 1300 GMT on 7 August reports that 
by mid-July, the peasants in Siem Bok District had tilled more than 1,170 hec- 
tares of land, sowed 120 hectares of rice, and transplanted more than 950 
hectares of rice. 


/8309 
CSO: 4219/95 
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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KAMPUCHEA 


BRIEFS 


MEAN SAM-AN VISITS HOSPITALIZED COMBATANTS--To mark remembrance day for fallen 
and invalid Cambodian and Vietnamese combatants, a party, state, and front 
delegation led by Comrade Mean Sam-An, member of the party Central Committee 
and chairman of the Cambodian women's association, visited and distributed 
gifts to Cambodian cadres and combatants and Vietnamese volunteers who are 
being treated in Battambang provincial hospital, the front's hospital 4-79, 
and the 19 June Hospital. Mean Sam-An expressed profound gratitude to the 
combatants and wished them a quick recovery. [Excerpt] [Phnom Penh Domestic 
Service in Cambodian 0430 GMT 31 Jul 86 BK] /8309 


THANK YOU MESSAGE FROM MPR--Comrade Mangalyn Dugersuren, minister of foreign 
affairs of the MPR, recently sent a message of thanks to Comrade Hun Sen, 
minister of foreign affairs of the PRK, for his greetings on the 65th 
anniversary of the people's revolution of Mongolia. The message stressed: I 
firmly believe that the bonds of fraternal friendship, cooperation and 
militant solidarity between the MPR and the PRK will further strengthen and 
develop forever for the well-being of our two peoples and in the interests 

of peace and security in Asia and the whole world. I wish you, dear comrade 
minister, greater successes ir your highly responsible activities. [Text] 
[Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 0430 GMT 4 Aug 86] /8309 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


FORGOTTEN FACTS ABOUT VIETNAM WAR 
Paris EST & OUEST in French Jul-Aug 86 pp 1-5 
[Article by Olivier Todd: "Vietnam, Blind Yesterday, Blind Today"] 


[Text] (On 31 May 1986, the International Committee of Support for Persons Con- 
demned in the Vietnamese Trials organized a debate in which Messrs Tran Van 
Tong, president of the committee, Jean-Francois Revel and Olivier Todd took 


part. 


The latter has authorized us to use the taped recording of his comments and to 
reproduce excerpts from them, for which we thank him as well as those who orga- 
nized this evening as one step in the preparation of an international colloquy 
on Vietnam, which should take place in Paris toward the end of the year.) 


Far from Vietnam 


Malraux once said that during the Spanish Civil War, communists had helped com- 
munists, fascists had helped fascists, but democrats had not helped democrats. 


In South Vietnam there were no fascists--whatever may have been said. But with 
a staying power and in certain cases an extraordinary courage, communists did 
help communists. On the other hand, democrats did not help democrats. 


That has been forgotten, as has everything else about Vietnam. Even if a book 
is published every now and then (and a remarkable one has just come out, called 
"Les Bagnards de Ho Chi Minh" [The Prisorers of Ho Chi Minh] by Rene Mary, 
Albin-Michel, 1986) or another hundred “boat people” are rescued from the China 
Sea. 


Why then does the West want to forget Vietnam? And not only western leftists? 
One may assign two reasons to this phenomenon: the failure to appreciate the 
past as well as the present of Vietnam and a guilty conscience with respect to 
this past. 


The Guilty Conscience of the Left 


The noncommunist left has made many mistakes concerning Vietnam, but refuses to 
admit them. It had placed its bets on a Vietnam that was supposed to have been 
a kind of idealized Yugoslavia. And when 30 April 1975 arrived, and with it 








the seizure effected by the North, when the governments of coalition and natio- 
nal reconciliation that had been announced did not materialize, the leftists 
said to themselves: Better peace than war. They remained silent. And they 
maintzined their silence when--despite Pham Van Dong's promises to respect the 
specific character of the South and to abide by the provisions of the Paris 
agreements--the Gulag society descended upon Vietnam. 


The Failing Memory of the Right 


The responsibility for this lack of memory does not fall solely on the left. 

In France the rightists, while seeming to support the various successive re- 
gimes in Saigon, nevertheless experienced a certain malaise. Naturally their 
sympathies lay with South Vietnam, but they had strong reservations as far as 
the Americans were concerned; all the more so in that the following reasoning 
held sway: The French had been beaten; there was no good reason why the Ameri- 
cans would not be beaten as well! On the scene, moreover, certain representa- 
tives of this French right had hoped to survive and to come to terms with the 
people in Hanoi. So they were no long-term communists. Today their political 
heirs and friends no longer like to talk about Vietnam, either. 


A Strange War 


It is true that this was one of the most complicated wars of the 20th century 
and in any case one of the longest. Without wishing to overestimate the armed 
anticommunist resistance, one might even say that this war is still going on 
today. A long and even peculiar war, as three totally different examples will 
show. 


The first example is a military one: From 1965 to 1973 Soviet freighters load- 
ed with SAM antiaircraft missiles sailed right by the U.S. Seventh Fleet, on 
which were based combat planes. The American ships did not touch them. They 
were thus able to make it through to Haiphong regularly, in a tacitly protected 
zone, to unload their missiles, which were then transported, generally by night, 
to Hanoi, Phat Diem or the Bridge of Thanh Hoa, whence they were sent out to 
shoot down American planes taking off from the decks of this same Seventh Fleet 
that had witnessed the passage of the Soviet freighters! 


Nowhere in the history of modern warfare has there been a stranger example of 
toleration and restraint. 


The second example touches on intelligence. The American press has been heavi- 
ly criticized and condemned for the defeat. Its role is more complex than its 
accusers let on, but the following example nonetheless illustrates the way it 
operated, even though only sketchily. 


In 1967 or 1968 the correspondent of a large American magazine had let it be 
known to Thomas Paulgar, director of CIA operations in Vietnam, that he wished 
to write an article on the deserters of this war--whether from the North or the 
South. Thomas Paulgar put at his disposition the files and the information 
that he possessed. The journalist wrote his article conscientiously and for- 
warded it to his magazine. When it was published, the only deserters mentioned 
were those from the South Vietnamese army! Total silence had been maintained 
regarding the deserters from Hanoi's army and from the PRG! 
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The third example of the strange character of this war is rather on the diplo- 
matic order. Shortly after the battle to retake the province of Quang Tri, the 
same Thomas Paulgar spoke with the Polish ambassador in charge of the missions 
of the International Commission. (So in Saigon this bewildering situation ob- 
tained: Commmist delegations could be found within the very city, at Camp Da- 
vis, in an enclosure protected by South Vietnamese troops!) 


"What do you think of the battle?” asked Paulgar. 


The Pole, most courteous, but also in good communist fashion, replied: “It is 
true that the South Vietnamese faought well and that they have won this battle. 
But that has no importance whatever; the real battle will be won in Washington." 
This man was clairvoyant. In Vietnam there was not only a military--though 
many-sided--front. There was--and this fact has been overly neglected--a diplo- 
matic, political and journalistic front that was quite complex but also deter- 
minative. 


Habitual Questions and Myths To Be Def lated 


Anyone interested in Vietnam today can and must answer questions that have al- 
ready been asked frequently: Was the Vietnam War, "the American War," the leg- 
acy of a colonial regime? Was it the expression of the struggle between two 
great powers for political hegemony, or more simply the struggle between comm- 
nism--under its Vietnamese form--and democracy? 


Were the Americans right to intervene and thus to inherit a war left to them by 
the French? Did they go about it properly on the political, diplomatic and mi- 
litary fronts? In particular, should they not have “brought in the big guns"? 
(For they did not do this!) 


Before answering these questions, we must first--and above all--observe that the 
immediate past of Vietnam is loaded with myths. 


The Nature of the Saigon Regime 


It was considered good form in France--at least in leftist France--to voice the 
opinion that this regime was one of puppets and fascists. And since in the 
South the journalists were operating quite normally, that is in a very critical 
way, whereas rather few of them went to the North--and those who did were tho- 
roughly guarded and succumbed to what one might call the terrorism of the lived 
experience and of the bombardments--the defects of the South Vietnamese govern- 
ment were grossly exaggerated. Of course this regime could hardly be said to 
resemble British democracy. But if it is a question of settling accounts, we 
can say that it was definitely a more democratic regime than that of the North 
--whatever parameters are adopted. In the South there was an assembly with an 
opposition; and even if the elections were rigged at times, in the North there 
was no semblance of a democratic election process! 


The South had 25 or 30 political parties--and that was a bit much. In the North 
there was only one, monolithic, all-powerful, even if we are told that there 
were others besides--after the fashion of East Germany. (In Hanoi, journalists 
were allowed to interview an individual who was supposed to incarnate the old 











socialist party, but when one of then happened to ask him how many followers he 
had and what kind of press they got, he replied that the war prevented a census 
of his members and the publication of too many newspapers! ) 


Tet, 1968 


One military myth greatly influenced western opinion: that of the "Tet Offen- 
sive" of 1968. 


The truth is known today, and the North Vietnamese themselves admit it: Tet 
represented an extraordinary political victory, but also a heavy military de- 
feat. The officers of the PRG were eliminated at the time of this “offensive” 
and were never able to reconstitute the infrastructure they had earlier. The 
hypothesis has even been formulated--in particular by N. Podhoretz--that by 
means of this offensive the North Vietnamese sought to break the organization 
in the South and to break down any inclination toward autonomy on the part of 
the South. (Editor's note: See EST & OUEST, No 18) It remains true that in 
the opinion of the western world there was general adhesion to the belief that 
there had been a popular uprising which American strength alone had succeeded 
in overcoming. In truth, and contrary to the affirmations of the communist 
documents that spoke of “popular uprisings” at every turn, there was never any 
truly lar uprising in South Vietnam, neither in 1965, 1968, 1972, nor even 
in 1975. The only uprising witnessed--in 1975--was that of the hundreds of 
thousands of refugees fleeing from the North--who thus voted "with their feet," 
as the saying went. 


An Army in Sandals 


Another myth that continues to be perpetuated is the one that maintains that in 
1975 an army of tough, courageous soldiers in "Ho Chi Minh sandals" was seen 
arriving in Saigon. 


Of course there were a number of infantrymen in this army, but the truth is 
that South Vietnam was defeated by an army of tanks--and they were Soviet tanks 
--according to a much more complicated process than the one described today. 
It was not a matter of the South Vietnamese army's suffering a crushing defeat 
overnight in April 1975 that then led to the capture of Saigon. The defeat 
goes back not to 30 April 1975 but to August 1974. At that moment, the Ghi- 
nese communists and the Soviets were becoming a bit tired of the Vietnam War. 
The best proof of this at the time was the slowlown in ammumitions shipments. 
The Ho Ghi Minh Trail was no longer clogged with trucks, as it had been in 
1973 and up to June of 1974. But it was then that the Watergate Affair took 
place in the United States ami the ensuing resignation of Nixon. 


In parallel fashion, public opinion--the real second front of the war--grew 
weary, and the American congress decided to reduce not only the “appropria- 
tions” but also the authorization of programs. From 1974 on, the South Viet- 
namese army received fewer and fewer supplies. (In 1973 American aid to South 
Vietnam was on the order of $2 270 million; in 1974 it fell to $1 010 million 
and in 1975 to $700 million. (Editor's note: See R. Nixon: "Plus jamais de 
Vietnam" [No More Vietnams] Albin-Michel Paris 1985) It lacked shells, spare 
parts and planes. At the same time, the Soviets (with admirable constancy and 
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utter conviction) and the Chinese (with somewhat less conviction but quite as 
much constancy) continued to send supplies. 


What had happened? Vietnamese documents prove it: the North Vietnamese under- 
stood that the change in American public opinion was irreversible, that the 
American people and congress would not be willing to spend any more money, and 
that the American military, in particular the air force, would not return. 
Since Vietnamese commumists are a prudent race, they first attempted a limited 
operation, seizing the strategically unimportant province of Phuoc Long, then 
awaited the reactions. There were very few. The South Vietnamese air force, 
much weakened, attacked, but rather aimlessly, and the American air force did 
not intervene at all. 


The North Vietnamese thus gained the near-certainty that the Americans would 
no longer support the South Vietnamese army on the ground and that the latter 
would be weakened by a lack of ammumition and spare parts. 


The results are only too well-known: retreat and rout; although there were 
districts where the South Vietnamese, well-led and well-armed, fought back val- 
iantly; there was nothing in common with the Egyptian defeat of 1967! Over and 
above their inferior materiel, the South Vietnamese had as enemies people who 
had been struggling for 60 years to unify the three countries of Indochina, 
whereas because they were more democratic, they were often less resolute, or 
in any case had objectives that were more obscure and used contradictory means. 
And then to speak of a "puppet" regime because it was defeated in four months 
is simply evidence of a faulty memory! Poland and France fell in a matter of 
weeks in 1940, 


Vietnam Today 


People know no more about the present situation in Vietnam than they do about 
its past. They do know that it is no success story. The leftist hopes to see 
a reconciliation between the two Vietnams and to establish a duly constituted 
socialist state, with the economic advantages of a Hungary and the freedom of 
movement of a Yugoslavia, were not realized. Vietnam today is one of the most 
hardened communist nations. It is a totalitarian, heavily policed regime. It 
is also xenophobic (as witness the way it treated its Chinese minority). What 
is more, it is a nation that is already beginning to show the signs of sclero- 
sis characteristic of communist countries, especially with the triumph of nepo- 
tism, as in Albania, [North] Korea and Romania. 


It is ineffective at the economic level as well. Anyone who saw the war in 
Vietnam could observe, particularly in the refugee camps and shantytowns, that 
there were indeed a certain number of very poor and wretched people, but that 
few of these were deprived of food. Today the fact is that in South Vietnam, 
which was formerly a rice bin, everyone or nearly so, Lacks food, just as in 
North Vietnam. 


The communists have made a successful tour de force in disorganizing the pro- 
duction and distribution of such indispensable commodities as rice, pork and 
chicken. At certain seasons one can no longer even find freshwater fish or 
wild convolvulus in Saigon, and these are plentiful in the area! 





This image of economic ineffectiveness has not yet manifested itself strongly 
in western thought processes. Somewhat like 20-odd years ago, if one recalls, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and the USSR were police states, but at least there was 
enough food for everyone there! 


As for repression, it is often associated with the errors of a youthful govern- 
ment. But is Vietnam simply "a rather hardened government," as people say in- 
dulgently, under the pretext that greater numbers of people were not massa- 
cred immediately after the capture of Saigon? As a matter of fact, however, 
according to even the most moderate observers, at least 65,000 executions took 
place in the two years that followed the takeover of power--to which must be 
added the victims of the Gulag, who are impossible to tally. It is beyond 
question that the present Vietnam regime is an arch-police, officially Stalin- 
ist government. If Vietnam is an ally of the Soviet government--and a some- 
what mettlesome one, even though it must knuckle under to Soviet desires--it 
distinguishes itself in a very original way, by officially continuing to con- 
sider Stalin of equal importance with Marx, Engels and Lenin. 


A Supermilitarized Government 


Also striking is the fact that Vietnam is a supermilitarized state. According 
to one of the best observers, D. Pyke, the “People's Amny" includes 980,000 
men, the navy 12,500, the air force 15,000, the “Strategic Reserve” (citizens 
who train regularly), 2,500,000, the "Youth Assault Force," 1,500,000 and the 
"Rear-Guard Reserve Forces,"’ 500,000. It is thus likely that Vietnam is the 
most highly militarized country in the world. 


The Future 


The result: Vietnam is very isolated on the international level, and very few 
people entertain any illusions on this. Even members of the Commission for 
Southeast Asian Affairs of the French Socialist Party, who maintain a certain 
sympathy for the government of the North, manifest pessimism regarding its 
chances for recovery. They have all observed a radical failure--that is, the 
international assessment of the Vietnam of Hanoi is not very high. However, 
not every fact leads to pessimism. The Vietnam War was an extraordinary tra- 
gedy for the Vietnamese. But the 56,000 American soldiers and the hundreds of 
thousands of Vietnamese soldiers who perished did not die for nothing. They 
died for South Vietnam, but also for other nations: Today, given the reputa- 
tion of the so-called democracy in Vietnam, the communist temptation no Longer 
exists in Southeast Asia. The negative achievements of communist Vietnam and 
the positive achievements of the other governments in the region are an assu- 
rance that no further danger exists today: Malaysia will not become communist, 
Singapore even less so. Neither will Indonesia nor Thailand. So for others, 
although not for the Vietnamese, this war has had a positive result, whatever 
else may have happened. 


There remains the future of Vietnam seen in the light of the resistance move- 
ment and in the connections it makes between domestic and foreign policy. The 
fortunate result of the tragedy of the Saigon trials a year ago and the execu- 
tion of Tran Van Ba and his friends (Editor's note: Tran Van Ba, Le Quoc Quan 
and Ho Thai Bach were allegedly put to death on 8 January 1985 in Saigon, three 
weeks after their condemnation for "espionage" and “preparation of aid to sub- 
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version") is that international opinion has become aware that an armed resis- 
tance movement did exist. Moreover, a passive resistance is being organize. 
The North has not been able to convince the South. The South, on the other 
hand, has contaminated and attracted the North: The Bodois returned home not 
only with television sets and watches, but also with different ideas. Some 
were able to observe that they had been told lies about what was going on in 
the South, that they were not welcomed there with open arms and that a lary 
number of South Vietnamese had simply adopted a “wait-and-see” attitude. 


Certainly the idea of a Vietnamese liberation seems difficult to conceive. 

But we must act as if Vietnam were to be the first commmist country to be Li- 
berated, “in five years, in 10 years, in 20 years,” to borrow a forma fror 
Ho Chi Minh. There are factors that favor this eventuality: Vietnam, like 
Cuba, is one of the communist countries that is most distant from the Soviet 
base. It is a country that has become permanently antagonistic to commmist 
China (Vietnam has been the first to present us with the spectacle of a war 
between communist nations); its economic failure is evident and its diplomati 
isolation extreme. 


8117 
CSO: 4219/47 


/] 











PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


WARD ACTS TO COMBAT SKEPTICISM OVER PARTY CRITICISM DRIVE 
Haiphong MI PHONG in Vietnamese 3 May 86 pp l, 4 


{Article by Trinh Lenh: “The Start of Self-criticism and Criticism Within the 
Ngo Quyen Ward Party Organization") 


[Text] Fran the Questions of the Ward Party Cammittee Secretary... 


Before the Ngo Quyen Ward Party Committee turned its efforts to guiding the 
self-criticism drive and prepare for the party congress, Nguyen Duc Vinh, 
member of the municipal party committee and secretary of the Ngo Quyen Ward 
Party Committee, spent some time investigating the situation at a number of 
basic units within the ward, on the basis of which he set new requirements in 
order to provide appropriate guidance and achieve high results. 


At the Cake and Candy Enterprise, the secretary of the ward party committee 
met with workers, intellectuals, cadres of the Youth Union, productic : section 
Chiefs and leadership cadres not on the party committee. He posed 4 number of 
questions and encouraged everyone to answer then honestly: 


--Do cadres and workers look forward to and have confidence in this sel f- 
criticia@n and critician drive? 


--On which conditions do the results of «he self-criticism and criticism 
drives mainly depend? 


--What should be done so that the masses are ready to offer their criticisms 
of party members? 


In all the responses to these questions, the desire was expressed for the 
self-criticism and criticism drive and the party congresses on the various 
levels to be held. However, many concerns and doubts about the results of 
self-criticism and criticism were also expressed. These persons said: the 
results of a self-criticism and criticism drive are determined mainly by 
cadres amd party members. More precisely stated, they are determined by the 
integrity of cadres and party members and the extent to which they rectify 
their shortcomings. One person openly said: “I do not have much interest in 
the self-criticism and criticism of cadres and party members because we hear 
the same kind of talk about self-criticism and criticism every year. We have 
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also solicited opinions many times before, but we never see anyone ‘change."" 
A worker in his 60's said: it is not difficult to get the masses to offer 
their criticisms of party members. All that is necessary is for cadres and 
party members to admit their shortcomings on their own, not conceal their 
shortcomings or retaliate against those who criticize them. When this 
happens, we will immediately have constructive opinions to offer. An enjineer 
expressed the following thoughts: “Nobody wants to offer criticisms of cadres 
and party members who do not dare to forthrightly struggle to criticize one 
another. who hesitate and are afraid to say things about one another, who 
criticize themselves before the masses merely as a formality...because 
everyone knows that whatever they say to these cadres and party members will 


not be accepted.” 


From what they had learned about the actual situation, the Standing Committee 
of the Ngo Quyen Ward Party Committee saw that the results of this self- 
criticism and criticism drive depend upon how sincerely the party committee, 
cadres and party members admit their shortcomings; at the same time, immediate 
measures and guidelines must be adopted for rectifying these shortcamings. 


(...)To the Method of Guidance Employed by the Ward Party Cammittee 


The secretary of the Ngo Quyen Ward Party Committee defined the guidelines of 
the ward party committee in the self-criticism andcriticism drive as: if 
self-criticism and criticism are not carried out well, a party congress may 
not be held; places which do not engage in good self-criticism and criticism 
must conduct this drive again; the first step must be carried out well before 
the second can be taken. On the basis of these guidelines, the Ngo Quyen Ward 
Party Committee decided that its style of guidance would be to conduct on-the- 
spot inspections, offer opinions and provide guidance right at basic units. 
The standing committee of the ward party committee has put each committee 
member in charge of observing each sector and basic unit and has made each of 
them responsible to the standing committee for the results of the self- 
criticism and criticism drive within the sector or basic unit of which they 
are in charge. The cadres of the various sections of the ward party committee 
have been mobilized to observe the organizing of self-criticism and criticism 
at basic units and report on developments each day to the section chief. If a 
complex problem arises, it must be reported to the vice chairman of the ward 
party committee so that it can be promptly solved. Each week, the ward party 
camittee draws experience to be applied in guiding the entire ward. 


In addition to the places which the party committee selected to guide in the 
self-criticism and criticism drive first--the party organizations of the 
Assault Youth Plastics Factory, the Marine Products Export Corporation and May 
To Subward (together with the party organization of the Cake and Candy 
Enterprise, which hus been guided by the municipality)--the standing committee 
of the ward party committee has stipulated that all key places (as defined by 
it) will have their review reports approved by the standing committee of the 
ward party committee. The review reports of party committee collectives will 
only be accepted if they meet requirements. But if they are not thorough 
reviews that meet the three requirements set for phase one, they must be 
redone. 
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In the party organization of Luong Khanh Thien Subward, cadres and party 
members were not given a thorough understanding of the directive of the Party 
Secretariat, the directive of the municipal party committee or the 
instructions of the ward party committee nor were they made fully aware of the 
tremendous importance and significance of this widespread political activity 
drive. When an inspection showed that the party organization had failed to 
meet requirements, the ward party committee decided that the work done to give 
cadres and party members a thorough understanding of these directives and 
instructions had to be done over before self-criticism and criticism could be 
carried out. In Dong Quoc Binh Subward, the party committee completed the 
review of the collective and began reviewing individual party committee 
members. When an inspection showed that the review of the collective was not 
thorough, not specific, the ward party committee requested that the review be 
conducted again, that each item be carefully reviewed in depth before 
beginning the review of individuals. At the Assault Youth Plastics Factory, 
although the report of the party committee did not have to be rewritten, the 
standing committee of the ward party committee promptly offered opinions to 
correct and amend the report in places. As a result, when it went on to 
review individual party committee members, the party committee did a 
relatively good job. Each person expressed a relatively deep and objective 
understanding of strengths and weaknesses, drew lessons and adopted measures 
and guidelines for correcting shortcomings and weaknesses. 

The ward party committee secretary personally inspected the self-criticism and 
criticism drive at more than 19 basic organizations of the party. On the 
morning of 24 April, at the party organization of the Forest Products 
Corporation, after listening to the reviews of the corporation party committee 
and noticing that they were brief and general in nature, he offered some 
supplemental thoughts and requested that the party committee conduct the 
reviews again and set aside | week for the individual members of the party 
committee to carefully prepare a review consistent with the requirements of 
phase one. The party committee of the Forest Products Corporation, viewing 
the opinions expressed by the secretary as appropriate, was determined to 
prepare new review reports of high quality. 


The Next Steps 


On 27 April, the Ngo Quyen Ward Party Committee conducted a preliminary review 
of the one-half month spent conducting self-criticism and criticism and 
preparing for the party congresses. Ali basic organizations of the party had 
completed the work of giving cadres and party members a thorough understanding 
of directives. Some 29 of the 119 party chapters and basic party 
organizations of the ward had completed self-criticism and criticism within 
the collective of the party committee and amonj individual party committee 
members. Of the basic units that conducted self-criticism and criticism, many 
places have met requirements but many have not. The position of the ward 
party committee is to intensify its inspections, promptly correct deviations 
and mistakes and resolutely combat the cursory, general, “form for form's 
sake" approach and the tendency to only emphasize strongpoints but not see all 
shortcomings. Places that have conducted self-criticism and criticism have 
been asked by the ward party committee to adopt measures and guidelines for 
‘orrecting shortcomings and weaknesses. Wherever possible, shortcomings must 
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be rectified immediately. Guidelines must be adopted for gradually correctinj 
shortcomings that will take a long time to correct. No basic party 
organization is allowed to only conduct a review and not adopt guidelines ior 
correcting shortcomings and weaknesses. 


In May and June, the Ngo Quyen party organization will focus its efforts on 
conducting good self-criticism and criticism to insure that the requirements 
set by the Party Secretariat for the first phase are met. It will make good 
arrangemerts for soliciting the criticisms of the masses concerning party 
members wii: the aim of meeting the requirements of the self-criticism and 
criticism drive: achieving consensus concerning views and lines; 
Strengthening the unity within the party; improving relations with the masses; 
and accelerating revolutionary activities. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


IRREGULARITIES NOTED IN CRITICISM DRIVE IN HO CHI MINH CITY 
Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in Vietnamese 27 May 86 p 1 


[Article by Ben Nghe: “The Spreading Light and Things Unwholesame") 


{Text} “Ho Chi Minh City listens to constructive criticisms from three 
sources: the party organization, the mass organizations and in the press." 
This is the prominently placed headline carried by a number of organs of the 
central press when reporting on “the party trusts the people, the people trust 
the party” self-criticism and criticism drive in our city. Comrades and 
fellow countrymen from all provinces of the country coming to our city on this 
occasion have also very strongly applauded and supported the party 
organization and people of our city for engaging in thorough and widespread 
self-criticism and criticism. Everyone sees this as a sign of a strong party 
organization, a strong city. To repay our comrades and fellow countrymen 
from other parts of the country for the confidence they have expressed, many 
precincts, districts, subwards, villages, agencies, units...within our city 
are engaging in frank, open and specific self-criticism and criticism. Many 
leadership committees and many key cadres of all levels and sectors have been 
Serving as the “midwives” of self-criticism and criticism by wholeheartedly 
encouraging and supporting honest self-criticism, resolutely voicing criticism 
and stopping and dealing with actions taken to retaliate against persons 
expressing criticism. In the course of self-criticism and criticism, the 
leadership committees and key comrades at these places have also guided 
efforts to rectify those shortcomings that can be rectified immediately and 
some places have even adopted programs of action to build upon strengths and 
correct shortcomings in order to give the people greater confidence. However, 
some things have been seen that are contrary to the guiding spirit of the 
Party Secretariat and the city Party Committee. Some persons of position and 
authority have looked for every way, some sophisticated, some crude, to 
retaliate against persons who have offered frank criticisms. Some places have 
even mounted searches for persons who did “dare to offer opinions to the 
party" in the press, “dare to read critical articles on local radio,” “dare 
to write folksongs, to draw and sketch pictures ridiculing negative phenomena, 
such as the bureaucrat, the achiever, the embezzler, the authoritarian,” and 
so forth (even though these are only songs and pictures of a general nature 
that do not name any one person in particular). Some places have also tried 
to cause difficulties for the press by denying contact with the press and 
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preventing it from learning about the status of self-criticism and criticism. 
Public opinion among a large segment of our fellow countrymen and comrades is 
very Gisturbed by such infantile and impropex actions and calls them 
violations of the right of collective ownership, of the regulations of the 
party and Council of Ministers on the responsibility and authority of the 
press in criticism. Public opinion suggests that the various party committee 
echelons and levels of administration as well as the key cadres of the party 
give their attention to reviewing this problem, prohibit every act of 
retaliation and everything that reflects such actions and harshly criticize 
and «deal with improper behavior that adversely affects the party's position 
that self-criticiam and criticign be based on principles. 


From what we have determined, the places that have allowed the unwholesome 
phenomena mentioned above to occur have not only offended fellow countrymen 
and comrades, but have also created skepticism and affected the prestige of 
the leadership committees and key cadres at these places, President Ho said: 
"It is still valuable and useful if only 1 or 2 of the 18 things that the 
masses say are constructive. We must listen to every constructive criticism 
expressed by party members and the masses. If a criticism is correct, we must 
accept it. If it is incorrect, we must explain why. Retaliating against and 
looking for ways to prevent criticism from being voiced are contrary to the 
qualities and ethics of the revolutionary cadre, contrary tc the spirit of the 
party and not befitting a loyal servant of the people.” Imbued with this 
teaching of President Ho, we must develop upon wholesome factors and promptly 
sorrect ugly practices so that this self-criticism and criticism drive truly 
yields fine results. Only by correctly carrying out the mandate “the party 
trustS the people” can we achieve the highest requirements of the mandate “the 
people trust the party.” In order for this self-criticism and criticism drive 
to spread light, we must make every effort to avoid things unwholesome. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


VARIOUS OPINIONS CITED ON CRITICISM, SELF-CRITICISM 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 6 Jun 86 p 3 


[Article by Nguyen Duy Mau, party member and teacher at Dalat University, 
and Nguyen Viet Duong, of the Hau Giang Gas and Petroleum Enterprise] 


[Text] As party members at the grassroots level, we think that tightly 
organizing the criticism drive this time has extremely great significance in 
disintegrating negative phenomena among cadres and party members and 
abscesses damaging ‘the prestige and reputation of the party. Very many 
card-carrying party members probably feel uneasy when they remember the 
glorious day when they raised their hands in oath before the party flag. 


We sincerely hope that the party will provide close guidance to this 
self-criticism and criticism drive. Capable comrades with good reputations 
should be sent out to poor party elements to conduct inspections and help 
them perform the drive scrupulously. Criticism and self-criticism is an 
effort that both filters out party members of inadequate quality and 
promotes capable and loyal comrades. Appropriate disciplinary action should 
be taken in places where work is done in a slipshod way or by decree or 
where there are mutual cover-ups. 


Over the recent past, among some cadres and party members, especially in 
production and business units and supply units, there have been many 
negative phenomena, degeneration, lack of restraint, corrupt dealings in 
socialist property in a subtle way with accounting, contacts, sympathy, open 
bribery, liquor, gambling, and relations between men and women. 


The masses have been displeased with some cadres and party members leading 
illegal lives during the day, but have not dared oppose them, fearing 
reprisals and oppression. 


The practice of revealing self-incriminating sources of income is relatively 
complicated and easily covered up; it must be done carefully and in a way 
appropriate to each subject. First, cadres with that problem should be 
asked to report honestly. Only if each cadre and party member is made to 
overcome shortcomings, correct errors (if they have been committed), uphold 
his leadership role, and vow to be "a person who is truly a servant of the 
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people” his whole life long will the right of collective ownership develop, 
along with absolute confidence of the people in the clear-sighted leadership 
of the party. 


The state has now resolved to expand the right of enterprises to 
self-management. Directors have the right to select and fire workers. If 
authorities on the basic level are arbitrary, dictatorial, and 
individualistic, the role of the labor union cannot be implemented. At 
mention of the labor union, people think of warmth and safety, they do not 
actually think of the aspects of participating in management and 
supervision. How can the labor union supervise specialized cadres when all 
norms depend on them? Collective ownership will probably not be truly 
exercised by cadres and workers until government leadership cadres from top 
to bottom allow cadres and workers to elect factory managers by secret 
ballot, as party level and front organization leaderships are elected. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


DONG HOA VILLAGER REPORTS CADRE IMPROPRIETIES 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 6 Jun 86 p 3 


[Article by Duy Ha, Dong Hoa: "The Opinion of a Citizen of Dong Hoa"; first 
paragraph is NHAN DAN introduction] 


[Text] In accordance with a request of Duy Ha from Dong Hoa Village (of Dong 
Hung District, now part of Thai Binh City), we publish this article with the 
hope that the Thai Binh Provincial Party Committee will inspect and reach a 
conclusion for publication in the party paper in accordance with the spirit of 
the Secretariat concerning self-criticism and criticisn. 


Illuminated by the Resolution of the 5th National Party Congress, the party 
organization and people of Dong Hoa have struggled to build a village with a 
total movement and people from many locations in the country have come to 
visit. Rice yields have reached almost 9 tons of paddy per hectare. The fish 
and stock raising and family economic construction movements have developed 
strongly. The hamlet roads are paved with stone and the appearance of the 
rural area has been renewed. Grain and food obligations have been met ina 
rapid and orderly manner in excess of norms. 


However, a number of cadres in the villare people's committee and some coop- 
erative management cadres have been involved in corruption, collusion, bribery 
and heavy drinking. The party organization and people of Dong Hoa have sub- 
mitted petitions denouncing then since November of 1985 but no clear resolution 
has been made by upper echelons. 


I wish to present a few of the serious incidents: During the tenth-month crop 
season of 1985, the people discovered the sale of more than 70,000 points which 
the management board had to admit to the party organization and 51,740 points 
were cecovered; six food and beverage kitchens had been organized with the ex- 
cuse of entertaining guests. In only one of these kitchens, at the cooperative 
office, during the last 3 months of 1985, the people charged that 258,000 dong 
had been spent and the leaders there had to admit to the expenditure of 226,000 
dong and 350 kilograms of rice. One party member in Unit 14 would not accept a 
contract field but took public rice which, according to the evidence, amounted 
to 6,900 kilograms for use in food and beverage business, to bestow gifts and 
for 9,100 points to hire workers. The chief of Unit 2 obtained a voucher for 
7,044 kilograms of paddy to “return paddy to the cooperative members,” but the 
people discovered that the declaration was invalid; and children in the child 
care center were taken advantage of when 6,535 kilograms of paddy were taken 
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for them to eat for 9 months but an inspection revealed that the children were 
not eating even one-half that amount. This is not nent tonine the taking of a 
few dozen breeder "fon each year. During the lunar new r holiday, 957 kilo- 
grams of hogs were given as gifts. Ina fish-pond food distribution to all the 
people of 3 tons, 995 kilograms of salamanders were given away free as gifts. 
During the 3 years fron 1983 through 1985, in organizing the raising of litchi 
trees, the province invested 1.8 million dong while the cooperative only ex- 
pended an additional 400,000 dong (for a total of 2.2 million) to purchase 
41,684 litchi cuttings. Actually at the present time, inspection data indi- 
cates that 2,267 hills, each with three cuttings, were planted for a total of 
6,789 cuttings (6,125 cuttings are still living); while in the family area, a 
reported 7,684 hills were planted with a total of 14,473 cuttings. Compared 
with the purchasing evidence, this still leaves a shortage of about 20,000 
cuttings. One vehicle load was contracted for at 55,660 dong but the plants 
were not delivered. Dried litchis and honey were purchased for 38,0900 dong and 
divided up, and documents were falsified to indicate that 12,900 dong had been 
used to purchase meat for entertaining guests. Contact was made with a barge 
on the Tra Ly River to buy 600 bars of “phi 12” iron, 90 cubic meters of stone 
and 70 cubic meters of sand for internal division, to build houses and to sell 
on the outside. During the past 3 years, 10 tiled houses of the cadres have 
sprung up in the center of ponds and marshy land and in addition, brick, tile, 
lime, cement, iron, steel, doors and corvee laborers have been transported to 
build houses for a number of conniving cadres. They have deceived their super- 
iors and defrauded their inferiors. When the people were permitted to eat 10 
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to 12 kilograms a month, they reported it as 21 kilograms; and when 19, 98' 
kilograms of fish were caught during 1985, they reported it as 35 tons. The 
entire village only has about 3 hectares of mulberry but they reported it as 12 
hectares. All of the stone used to cover 7,500 meters of road was purchased 


surreptitiously from barges but reported as being quarried by people sent to 
the Ninh Binh limestone mountains, etc. 


The party organization and people of Dong Hoa have patiently and diligently 
worked and saved to build their native village and the country but they cannot 
endure these excessive negative occurrences because they are being deprived of 
their collective ownership rights. They are striving to protect the reputation 
of the party. During the past nearly 6 months, upper echelons have resolved a 
number of incidents but not {n a truly proper manner, discipline is still not 
strict, and there are still opinions that a number of party members are exag- 
merating and destroying the movement of the village. 


By informing the party, we hope that all echelons and sectors in authority will 
shine Directive 79 of the Secretariat of the Party Central Committee on Dong 
Hoa Village in an objective, fair and straightforward manner in order to 
illuminate the struggle movement of the party organization and people in the 
village, and to bring back absolute confidence of the masses in the party 
before beginning the party congresses at all levels. 








PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT VIETNAM 


PROBLEMS OF CRITICISM CAMPAIGN IN MEKONG DELTA VILLAGE 
Hanoi DAI DOAN KET in Vietnamese 2 Jul 86 p 6 
[Article by Phuong Ha: "The Truth About a Village") 


[Text] The people tell everything to cadres of the central and provincial 
levels but fall silent in the presence of village leadership cadres. Why? 


"Dear comrade secretary, what criticisms have the people made of you recently? 
Can you tell us?" 


"Sure I can tell you! The people told me I was weak and deficient with regard 
to leadership ability, was more concerned with personal matters than common 
concerns, and do not observe the planned parenthood plan. All those things 
are correct." 


"What corrective steps have you taken?" 


"I can hardly improve on my leadership ability. I am 56 years old and fought 
the enemy from 1948 until all the U.S. bandits were chased out. I haven't 
been able to improve my education, except for reading and writing, which were 
taught me during the period I was in War Zone D. With the restoration of 
peace I was reassigned from deputy head of the organization section of the 
district party committee to secretary of the party chapter here. The present 
Thanh An was formed from the merger of Tra Thanh village (mace up entirely of 
Vietnamese) and An Quy village (made up entirely of Stieny people.) It is 
situated in the midst of an araa that was devastated by enemy bombs and shells 
and was a revolutionary cradle of the district. The old Hon Quan, where in 
1972 our army started out to attack Long Binh, was a village with many heroic 
traditions. I shed blood with An Quy-Tra Thanh and was helped by the Stieng 
people in the jungle during the war years. My responsibility is to enable the 
village to quickly become rich and enable the people to have sufficient food 
and clothing, be able to study and watch films and drama performances, etc. 
The people criticize me for being deficient with regard to leadership ability 
because I have not yet accomplished those things. My village has a 
cooperative and an agricultural production collective, but in fact they old 
assign land and collect taxes. There is a marketing cooperative but the 
consumers do not yet benefit very much and the business done by private 
merchants has only been partly limited. Another major responsibility of the 
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but dares not say anything because they respect him for being an old-timer 
there. We should have recommended that he retire and replaced him with 
someone else--if there was no one in the village we should have asked the 
district to send someone. But we didn't have the courage to do so, and more 
and more transformed the secretary into a figurehead." 


"We are carrying out the present criticism and self-criticism in several 
steps. First of all, meetings held in the hamlets so that the people could 
contribute opinions to the village party committee governmental 
aGministration, and to individual cadres of the village office. It was 
regrettable that no results were obtained because the people dared not 
criticize us. The second step was to hold party chapter, sector, Front, and 
mass association meetings so that we could criticize ourselves and one 
another. We were perplexed and didn't know what to do get the people to 
criticize use when, on 6 April the work team from the provincial propaganda- 
training section and the district party committee arrived. The team and we 
agreed to distribute lists of printed questions and to distribute blank pieces 
of paper to each household in the village so that the people could submit 
their opinions without including their name and address. By that means we 
received 115 opinions, 85 percent of which were very sincere and instructive. 
The three questions asked the people were: 


1. During the past 5 years (1981-1985), what have been the changes in our 
locality with regard to economics, culture, society, and life? How has your 
family contributed? 


2. At present, what are the people confused, worried, or dissatisfied about? 
We recommend that you be frank about the good points and deficiencies of the 
party and government leadership (at the provincial, district, and village 
levels). 


3. For the coming period (1086-1990), what opinions do the people have to 
contribute to developing the society economically, culturally, socially, and 
with regard to security and national defense? 


"We learned of the good points and deficiencies of the chairman when we read a 
volume of more than 150 21 x 27 cm pages written by the people. I winked, 
exposing the secret to Hai Thuan." 


"Do you need me to continue with my deficiencies?" 
"What could be better?" 


"The near-fight with the deputy village secretary in the presence of the 
people, but it didn't amount to anything. It's true that I'm always partying, 
but how could there be enough alcohol to get drunk? If the chairman loses 
prestige, how can he persuade the people to enter the collective? When my 
failed to fully pay its taxes I ignored the issue, and the tax people, out of 
deference for my position as a member of the district party committee and 
Village secretary, also ignored it. It is true that I brought in a bus owner 
to be director of the marketing cooperative so that he take advantage of the 
position to do private business, but I would like to make it clear that I have 








discussed that in detail with the party chapter and the committee because the 
previous directors had been poor, incapable people and there were shortages I 
had to bring in someone from a well-off family. Fortunately, there were no 
more shortages. The people were partly correct in criticizing me for abusing 
my authority to exploit local specialty crops as a source of income for my 
family and for selling the rest on the black market, while taxing and very 
heavily punishing people who exploited such crops without permission from the 
governmental administration. I did not sell local specialty crops, but was 
under pressure from the district. Now and then a comrade with authority at 
the district level would send down a handwritten note recommending that a 
district or provincial level who had a family in the district exploit plants 
aS a source of income. I was caught in a bind and didn't know what to do! I 
strictly took stock of myself and concluded that all those things were the 
responsibility of the person who headed the Village governmental 
administration, with regard to the material and cultural lives of the people, 
but I did not fulfill my responsibilities. The Village has additional schools 
and hospital beds, and its roads are better than din the past, but most of the 
people are still hard-up. I know that the upper echelon is jointly 
responsible to the people for the fact that the state purchase prices of 
agricultural products are low but the prices of manufactured goods are too 
high, which harms the people, but I am still very sad. Every time the prices 
of cloth, fish sauce, salt, soap, etc., increase the press uses such pretty 
words as ‘price adjustments,' but in the fillage we are subjected to all kinds 
of criticism and sometimes the people curse us to our faces but we have a hard 
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time explaining the situation so that the people can understand." 
When he saw that the meeting had become tense, my newspaper reporter colleague 


joked, "Will you request early retirement because of incapacity?" 


"No, I'm only 43 and am still young. When the upper echelon mkes a mistake 

i I 3 
it corrects it. As for me, I will reduce ard eventually stop partying, bring 
my family into the cooperative, continually keep in touch with the people in 
order to listen to them, increase the number of bus trips to two a day, build 
additional classrooms, build more roads, increase investment in the Village 
Cultural unit, etc." 


Clearly, the village chairman did not intend to resign and did not fear being 
criticized. In order to understand him more fully I asked him very frankly, 
as if we were comrades who worked together, "Have you replaced the heads of 
the pubiilc security police and the village units?" 


"I can't replace them immediately because the upper echelon also has a say, 
but they are certain to be replaced in the near future. Surely you already 
know about the deficiencies of the heads of the public security police and the 
Village unit?" 


"I only know about them from the written comments of the people. 


"Then I can add something. Comrade Hong Chien, who wa 1 special 
reconnaissance person in the anti-U.S. period, was assigned to be deputy 


Chairman and head of the village pubLic ecurity police. He was hot-tempered 
and mandarinistic. Once he struck someone Suspected of committing a crime, 
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ave hit people and often regarded everyone as reactionary. Furthermore, 4: 
of the cadres in our village have living standards higher than those of t! 
people, and some are truly rich, so they cannct understand the difficulty ' 
people experience with regard to their daily meals, when fish paste is 15 dor 
in ounce and kerosene is 50 dorg a liter. During the present self-critic 
ind criticism campaign we speak frankly, honestly, tell everything, 
criticize one another for all our mistakes. We are correcting our mista 
even though belatedly, which affords an opportunity to improve our ecor 
wd social situation." 


"We would like to thank the secretary arm the chairman." 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE, AND FINANCE VIETNAM 


PRIEST SUGGESTS CHANGES TO PRICE, TAX POLICIES 
Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in Vietnamese 24 May 86 pp 1, 4 


{Excerpts from speech by Father Phan Khac Tu, vice chairman of the 
Distribution-Circulation and Standard of Living Committee of the Municipal 
People’s Council, at the 4th session of the 3rd Municipal People’s Council 
held on 9 and 13 May 1986: “The People Request that Stronger Measures Be 
Taken To Help Stabilize Production, Prices and the Standard of Living; Some 
Suggestions Concerning the Calculation of Production Coe’s and Product Prices; 
the Value of Money on Deposit in Savings Accounts Must Be Guaranteed; Sensible 
Tax Policies Should Be Adopted To Provide Incentive for Production"| 


[Text] On the basis of discussions and research that I have held and 
conducted, allow me to offer a number of observations and suggestions 
concerning the two issues of the prices and circulation-distribution of goods 
in our city at this time. 


Prices amd Production 


--It 15 necessary to calculate the total costs incurred in the production of 
products and the total amount of money received when marketing these products. 
If the total amount of money received is equal to, or slightly less or mure 
than the amount of money put into the production of products, production will 
Stop. When production stops, shortages of products occur on the market, 
prices automatically rise under the impact of the law of supply ami demand and 
the standard of living declines because wages are fixed but prices have risen 
sharply. 


--Prices on the input side of production must be calculated from the 
standpoint of how they relate to the purchasing power of society. When prices 
on the input side are calculated to provide an income to the producer but the 
purchasing power of society is such that it cannot purchase the products 
produced, it iS necessary to reorganize production and restructure the Labor 
force so that production costs can be reduced. Products that cannot be 
consumed by society should not be produced. If they continue to be produced, 
their quality will decline. 


--When products are not accepted by the market because their prices ore too 
high, budget revenues on the input side must be adjusted. Budget revenues on 
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the output side can also be adjusted or not collected at all in order to 
enable the production unit to carry out production. Because, of importance at 
this point in time are the need for workers to have a job to support 
themselves and their families and the need for us to produce additional 
consumer goods for society. 


--Price parity must be established between industry and agriculture so that 
both farmers and workers are encouraged to work hard and produce much wealth 
for society. The city has many modern industrial units. It has a corps of 
intellectuals and highly skilled manual workers. However, to stabilize 
production, we need farmers to supply raw materials, grain and food products. 
At the same time, we need to have a broad market so that we can market the 
products that are produced. We must gain experience in comprehensive and 
completely equitable economic cooperation and ties between the city and the 
provinces of the region. 


Prices and the Standard of Living 


The relationship in which the laborer views prices is the level of income-- 
prices--essential needs--the standard of living. The requirements that must 
be established are: the quantity of consumer goods distributed to each Laborer 
must replenish the energies expended in labor and reflect the differences in 
the quantity and quality of labor contributed by each person. However, the 
quantity of consumer goods is dependent upon monetary income and retail 
prices. In the present price situation, there is the need to promptly adjust 
income levels as changes occur in the prices of food, clothing, transportation 
and a number of other vital services. 


The persons who have the most difficult living conditions today are thos: 
persons who must work all day long and live on nothing more than fixed wages 
that are only sufficient to support them for one-half month at a time when 
they also have dependents to support. “heir income is meager at a time when 
prices are rising rapidly each day. 


The second most difficult Living conditions are those of persons who are sel f- 
employed but have no liquid capital. 


Directly affecting the overall standard of living today is the continuous rise 
in the retail prices of consumer goods. Therefore, I suggest that it is 
necessary to recalculate and revise the various retail price scales by product 
category and revise a number of price adjustment principles. 


Circulation and Distribution Within the City 
There are many reasons why prices are rising sharply. 


To begin with, prices are rising sharply because the relat ionship between 
money and goods is not balanced, A standard of value has not been established 
for the dong. Its value reflects the relationship between money and goods at 
each point in time, There are many indicetions that since the money exchange, 
the amount of money put into circulatic has been seriously out of balance 
with the quantity of goods needed on the market. When much money is put int 
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Sirculation, prices rise and the currency drops in value. In addition to th 
relationship between money and goods, there are many other products that can 
be used as a value standard, such as gold, the dollar and goods sent overseas. 
Because a standard of value has not been established, the gap between money 
and goods steadily widens. In addition, prices on the market are pushed even 
higher by the psychological factors of persons who stockpile goods, hold goods 
Sack from the market and buy up goods. 


Trade in gold and foreign currency through the hands of private merchants has 
caused the prices of gold and the dollar to rise, thus creating the 
psychology that the new dong is losing value. People are afraid to keep money 
in their hands and try to spend it on goods to avoid taking a loss. 


The money that has been issued and put into circulation has not promptly 
returned to the bank because the new money recently issued replaced the money 
issued before October 1985. Prior to then, the bank dispersed very large sums 
9f old money for the budge’. and old, tattered money was not collected, This 
resulted in much money being held by the people but the bank not having enough 
money to make payments, which caused pressure upon prices to build. Anyone 
who has a product in his hands can demand a high price. Money is not 
available for the very large loan needs of the bank. 


The causes of the above mentioned bottlenecks in circulation are many. Som 
ire objective, others subjective, some relate to the central level, others to 
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As for the city, I feel that it was necessary for it to set up shops that buy 
ind sell gold. On the other hand, the bank is attracting savings deposits 
through new interest rates and guaranteeing the value of Savings on deposit by 
tying their value to the price of rice in accordance with the instructions 
from the Central Bank. This iS a necessary Measure. In my opinion, however, 
it 18 necessary to Guarantee the value of Savings deposits by tying it to the 
prices of products such as those used to guarantee the value of bonds because, 
compared to the prices of many industrial goods, the price of fice is 
unreasonable. The steps being taken by the city to encourage the production 
»f additional goods and products represent very positive policies. Now, 
jeterm ined steps must be taken * olish the tax stations that stop traftti 
ilong roads to look for and collect supplemental taxes, whir.: ‘@uSes excessive 
differences in prices between where products are produced and where they ar 
consumed. For a pineapple priced at 2 dong in Tien Giang Province, th 
‘onsumer in the city must pay 8 dong... This difference puts pressure upon 
prices at the places where products are produced, raises prices where they ar: 


nsumed and does not improve the current production, circulation or 
nsumption of goods. There is a “ery close reciprocal relationship among 
production, circulation and consumption. Taxes and prices must have th 
effects of stimulating production and guiding consumption, Like the human 
bigestive tract, production-circulation-consumption must always 
nobstructed. 
finance sector should not Simply have the purpos t Oringing in larger 
industria md mmercial tax revenues. it must 4180 eTage if ordinated 
ttort t ring a it transtormat 1axk Policy sn } } ira eer 


91) 





who have capital to participate with the state in business and produ 


Jirection of development of which is toward socialism. In th iS 
businesses with the state and participation with the state through shares, 
perhaps profit payments or state-operated revenues can be used inst i of 


taxes. Attention must be given to the interests of persons who have pital 
na participate in joint businesses or contribute shares along with the state. 


I suggest that we take another look at the staffing of the industrial and 
commercial tax cadre organization from the perspective of a reasonable level! 
of taxes to be mobilized under a policy that encourages production and 
business in order to determine how many tax cadres are needed, The collection 
of taxes must be timely and should not be allowed to drag on over a4 period of 
time. Tm temporary collection of taxes should be prohibited. With prices 
unstable as they are today, it is difficult to wait for business revenue and 
income tax rates to be accurately and fully established. Consequently, taxes 
must be paid on time, collected on time and a slight shortfall in tax revenues 
iS acceptable. 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE, AND FINANCE VIETNAM 


INEFFICIENCY, LOW PRICES BLAMED FOR DROP IN SUGAR PRODUCTION 
Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in Vietnamese 27 May 86 p 3 


[Article by V.H.L.: “More Talk About Sugarcane and Sugar: ‘Three or Four 
Persons Have Their Hands on the Same Piece of Sugarcane'"} 


[Text] On reading the article carried in SAIGON GiAI PHONG Newspaper on the 
decline in the output of the central sugarcane and sugar sector, a comrade at 
the Industrial Food Products General Corporation let slip the following 
complaint: “The sugarcane and sugar sector is in bad shape. Three or four 
persons have their hands on the same piece cf sugarcane. As a result, sugar 
continues to rise in price and becomes scarce and we sit here ‘empty-handed,' 
unable to control prices on the market." 


The Industrial Food Products General Corporation is a unit tasked with 
Organizing procurements to control sources of sugarcane and sugar for supply 
to local retail distribution units to serve production and consumer needs. In 
addition to the sugar received from central mills, the general corporation 
also coordinates with localities in the procurement of sugar processed by the 
small industry and handicraft sector, which accounts for nearly 90 percent of 
the sugar output of the entire sector. To fulfill its function well, the 
general corporation must “buy at the source, sell directly to the consumer," 
quickly set up a socialist commerce business system that consists of only two 
levels, one wholesale and one retail, and do away with all unnecessary 
intermediary levels. 


However, these objectives have yet to be achieved. The image of four persons 
Sitting down together to deliver sugarcane from one to the other cannot be 
erased: the representative of the village marketing cooperative turns the 
Sugar over to a representative of the precinct or district commerce 
corporation, who then passes it on through a representative of the sugarcane- 
sugar corporation or the provincial commerce corporation, through which it 
then passes to a representative of the procurement unit(!). After the 
sugarcane truck is seen by these several persons, the price of sugarcane rises 
aS a result of being “fattened” several times(!). 


Not only that, the general director of the Industrial Food Products General 
Corporation reports that in the provinces, in addition to the central mills 
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and the general corporation, very many agencies are going out and procuring 
Sugarcane and sugar, some of which are in no way related to this business or 
to sugarcane production. For example, commerce units from the North, from Ho 
Chi Minh City and even a party organization from Bien Hoa, an army unit from 
An Giang...can be found coming inte Ben Tre with materials and gocds to trade 
for sugarcane and sugar(!). 


Meanwhile, as is the case witn the central sugar mills, the Industrial Food 
Products General Corporation haus yet to remove the constraints imposed by an 
unreasonable price mechanism and has not adopted an appropriate investment 
policy concerning sugarcane production to help sugarcane growers operate at a 
profit, expand the amount of area under cultivation and raise sugarcane 
yields. Even after each price adjustrent, procurement prices have lagged 
behind market prices. These adjustments have merely been a "matter of form" 
and have not produced practical returns. 


The inevitable result, therefore, is that the quantity of sugarcane procured 
by the general corporation has been very low. During the first 4 months of 
the year, the amount of sugar processed by the small industry and handicraft 
sector that was procured amounted to only about 5 percent of the plan for 1986 
(!). 


This situation has existed for a long time but we have yet to learn lessons 
and gain experience. Until we have adopted an investment policy, planned 
Sugarcane production, completed the transformation of agriculture, reorganized 
the sugar mills of the handicraft sector...we must make truly flexible and 
creative use of economic levers to control product sources and raise sugarcane 
yields and the output of sugar. 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE, AND FINANCE VIETNAM 


COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REGULATIONS ON FINANCIAL AUTONOMY 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 4 Jul 86 pp 2, 4 


[Council of Ministers Temporary Regulations on Financial Autonomy of Basic 
Economic Units (Preaulgated in Conjunction with Decision 76-HDBT 26 June 1986 
of the Council of Ministers) ] 


[Text] I. Concerning Capital and Capital Use by the Enterprise 


Article 1 - Besides that portion of capital initially supplied by the state, 
state-cperated basic economic units (generalized below as enterprises) have the 
right and responsibility to self-generate and expand independently-acquired 
capital to expand production and business. 


Article 2 - The sources of independently-acquired capital in capital construc- 
tion investment of the enterprise consist of: capital depreciation charges left 
for the enterprise, a portion of the production development incentive fund, and 
part of the welfare fund. 


Enterprise federations or general corporations may regulate capital in accor- 
dance with the plan of independently-acquired capital in the capital construc- 
tion investment of the member enterprises from the locations of surplus to 
those with shortages within the federation or general corporation, with the 
concurrence of the enterprise; upon the enterprise's request, the federation or 
general corporation must return the capital to the enterprise. 


An enterprise uses independently-acquired capital for investment in supplement- 
ing, replacing and renewing fixed assets, and for maintaining and raising its 
production capacity. In those cases where the source of independently-acquired 
capital is not enough to ensure investment according to plan, capital may be 
borrowed from the bank. 


Article 3 - The State Budget (consisting of both central and local budgets) 
will only issue capital in accordance with an approved investment plan for 
projects within the objectives of the allocation budget. 


Investment in other projects will be with the independently-acquired capital of 
the enterprise, capital borrowed from the bank, or other sources of capital 
that the enterprise can mobilize precisely in accordance with state policy. 


The Ministry of Finance will provide specific guidance in the system of capital 
construction investment capital. 
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article 4 - The enterprise will redefine the original value of fixed assets 
presently held, the actual depletion value, and the remaining value (fixed 
capital) of fixed assets based on the results of the general inventory and 
reevaluation of fixed assets at 0000 on 1 October 1985 in accordance with the 
restoration price set by the Council of Ministers. 


Article 5 - The rate of capital depreciation must correctly reflect the level 
of actual fixed asset depletion under normal production conditions. 


The major repair depreciation rate must correctly reflect actual and rational 
expenses in the periodic major repair of fixed assets for each type of fixed 
asset. 


The Ministry of Finance stipulates a unified rate of depreciation for general 
use fixed assets in the economic and technical sectors. 


The managing ministry, after reaching concurrence with the Ministry of Finance, 
stipulates the depreciation rate for the remaining fixed assets in its sector. 


Concerning those fixed assets purchased with capital issued from the budget, 
depending on the condition of the fixed assets, and the requirements and cor- 
ditions for achieving fixed asset re-creation of each enterprise, the Ministry 
of Finance will stipulate that a portion or all of the capital depreciation 
charges be left for the enterprise to use in technical investment and renova- 
tion, and production and business expansion (what the enteprise does not use 
must be sent to the bank). 


Concerning those major enterprises newly constructed with major investment 
capital of the state, the state must recover part of the capital depreciation 
capital for investment in the construction of other projects. Regarding those 
fixed assets purchased with the independently-acquiced capital of the enter- 
prise or with borrowed capital, all the capital depreciation charges will be 
left for the enterprise in order for the enterprise to repay the bank and to 
use in accordance with its own investment requirements. 


Article 6 - All existing fixed assets of the enterprise must be depreciated. 


Enterprises in which the cost is still higher than the sales price stipulated 
by the state may temporarily use a depreciation system following the actual 
level of equipment use. Specifically: 


- Fixed assets not used at all during the plan year and directly authorized for 
deactivation by the upper echelon management agency need not have the deprecia- 
tion calculated. The maintenance expenses of these fixed assets are added to 
their value. 


- For fixed assets placed in use during the plan year but for objective reasons 
not fully developing their design capacity, the enterprise will calculate the 
depreciation in the product cost in accordance with the annually assigned pro- 
duction plan level compared with the design capacity. Specific guidance in 
methods of defining the depreciation level will be provided by the Ministry of 
Finance. 
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Fixed assets that have been fully depreciated but are still usable will be re- 
evaluated, have the depreciation continued and be accounted for in the product 
cost; and these capital depreciation charges will be placed in the production 
development incentive fund of the enterprise. 


For fixed assets that have not been fully depreciated but are broken down due 
to subjective reasons, the enterprise must institute liquidation procedures and 
use its production development incentive fund to compensate for a portion of 
the loss in fixed asset value. 


Article 7 - When necessary for general interests, the state will transfer the 
fixed assets of the enterprise to another location or from another location to 
the enterprise after soliciting the opinion of the enterprise. 


Concerning the sale of fixed assets purchased with capital supplied by the 
state budget: the enterprise must report to and secure the agreement of the 
managing ministry (or the local people's committee if a local enterprise). If 
the sale of fixed assets is outside the state-operated economic area, the par- 
ticipating opinion of planning and financial supply agencies,is required. Re- 
ceipts from the sale of these fixed assets must be deposited in the budget. If 
the enterprise wishes to retain a portion or all of this money to purchase re- 
placement fixed assets, it must have the agreement of the agency authorizing 
the sale and the financial supply agency. 


Concerning the liquidation of fixed assets purchased with capital supplied by 
the budget: the enterprise must formulate a plan for submission to the next 
higher management agency. The Ministry of Finance is assigned the task of pro- 
viding specific guidance in articles 4, 5, 6 and 7 above. 


Article 8 - The sources of the enterprise's liquid assets consist of: 


- The initial investment capital supplied by the state budget when the enter- 
prise first began production. 


- The capital annually self-supplenented by the enterprise through the prvuduc- 
tion development incentive fund. 


- Capital borrowed from the bank. 
- Norm loans and other sources of capital if available. 


When first beginning production, the enterprise must establish liquid asset 
norms and present them to the managing, financial and banking agencies for 
approval. The bank issues a portion of these capital norms depending on each 
sector. During the business production process, the enterprise resolves the 
additional capital requirements with independently-acquired capital or through 
bank loans on the basis of credit plans and contracts with the bank. 


Article 9 - The enterprise makes arrangements itself for the capital to clear 
up newly produced stagnant material. When it is necessary to liquidate damaged 
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or diminished quality materials or goods that are liquid assets, the enterprise 
submits suggestions to the next higher management echelon. This agency informs 
the financial, banking and supply agencies so they may participate in opinions 
in handling sources of capital related to the liquidation above. 


Article 10 - Price increase (or decrease) differences in liquid asset inventory 
materials and goods produced by price changes (as stipulated by echelons with 
the stipulated authority) must be accounted for in the liquid assets of the en- 
terprise. 


II. Cost Accounting 


Article 11 - Materials supplied by the state will be accounted for in the 
actual expense product cost at a price stipulated by the state. 


Domestic materials self-offset by the enterprise will be accounted for at the 
actual purchase price in the state stipulated price framework. If the material 
is imported, it will be accounted for at the domestic stipulated price. In 
cases in wiich no domestic price exists, in accordance with the import price, 

a relative value is stipulated for each group of products anid a policy is in- 
stituted to compensate for the foreign trade difference. 


The Ministry of Finance provides guidance in the system of cost accounting 
achievement of the enterprise, ensuring the complete and honest reflection of 
actual production and business expenditures, with an anlysis of differences 
between the economic and technical norms stipulated by authoritative agencies 
and the costs and plan; on that basis, defining the amounts that the enterprise 
must submit to the budget while simultaneously presenting methods for striving 
to reduce costs. 


Article 12 - For previous expenses in the external cost expenditure system, the 
following stipulations are made: 


a. Expenses for the advanced trade training classes of the enterprise will be 
accounted for in the product cost; moreover, if the enterprise needs to begin 
an elementary training class next to the enterprise, expenses will be handled 
by the production development incentive fund of the enterprise. 


Expenses for the enterprise's dispensary and public health station will be 
accounted for in the product cost with partial support from the enterprise's 
welfare fund. 


The budget will only provide funding for worker training schools, hospitals and 
therapeutic institutes directly subordinate to the managing ministry. In cases 
in which a number of enterprise federations, general corporations and basic 
economic units far from cultural and social centers need to organize worker 
training schools, hospitals and therapeutic institutes but are unatle to handle 
the expenses, the Ministry of Finance will examine the situation and issue 
funds through sources of budget capital. 


b. Expenses in supporting collective dining halls, third-shift dining halls, 
and hazardous duty compensation will be accounted for in the product cost. The 
enterprise will use its welfare fund to partially support the equipment re- 
quirements of the collective dining hall. 
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ce. Military training expenses will be accounted for in the product cost. 
Workers relieved from duty to participate in military training will still 
receive a salary; and these wages will be accounted for in the product cost. 
Additional compensatory expenses (if any) will be taken from the welfare fund. 
Cases in which the enterprise's self-defense force is mobilized due to war re- 
quirements will be handled in accordance with separate regulations. 


III. Payments to the Budget and Distribution of Profits 


Article 13 - The Ministry of Finance in conjunction with related sectors will 
study the formulation of a plan to replace state-operation collection with a 
suitable form of taxes; and organize, test and gain experience in perfecting 
the plan for submission to the Council of Ministers. 








While awaiting the new collection system, the current state-operation collec- 
tion system will continue to be strictly implemented as stipulated in Circular 
47-C™™QD 27 December 1985 of the Ministry of Finance. 








Article 14 - Profits made by the enterprise are defined on the basis of the 
total business income achieved, calculated in accordance with the industrial 
wholesale price (after deducting price differences if any), and subtracting the 
achievement costs and the state-operation collection (or tax) that must be 


paid. 





The total profits made in all types of products produced and sold by the coop- 
erative during the year are distributed as follows: 








- Profits in the plan: 50 percent are reserved for the enterprise and 50 per- 
cent are paid to the state budget. 





- Profits in excess of planned levels: depending on the plan achievement con- 
ditions of each sector or group of enterprises, the Ministry of Finance will 
stipulate a specific level: with 60 to 80 percent reserved for the enterprise. 


- 20 to 40 percent will be paid to the state budget. 


On the basis of approved plan profits, the enterprise will formulate a plan for 
profits distribution, and quarterly (if necessary) temporary deduction from the 
enterprise funds after submitting sufficient profits to the state budget in ac- 
cordance with the quarterly plan. 


The production profits made while using discarded and rejected material, with- 
out differentiating between the planned level and levels in excess of the plan, 
will be distributed as follows: 


- 70 percent will be ~eserved for the enterprise and 30 percent will be paid 
into the state budget, if the enterprise completes the profits plan of primary 
production; 


- 50 percent will be reserved for the enterprise and 50 percent will be paid 
into the state budget, if the enterprise does not complete the profits plan of 
primary production. 
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Article 15 - Profits made after submitting funds to the state budget as noted 
above are profits remaining for the enterprise. If the enterprise fails tc 
complete the legal norms, deductions will be made in accordance with the cur- 
rent systen. 


Profits left to the enterprise may be used as follows: 


To pay fines such as those for violating economic contracts, cash, credit, and 
payment discipline, etc., with the remainder (considered as 100 percent) dis- 
tributed to various funds in accordance with the following principles: 


- 35 to 50 percent will be appropriated for the production development incen- 
tive fund, depending on the production sector and without restriction as to the 
maximum amount, including 1 to 3 percent to establish a concentrated finance 
reserve fund for the ministry or the federation of enterprises and general cor- 
poration. 


- The remainder, after reserving 1 percent to establish a fund for the minister 
(and general director of the federation of enterprises if there is one), units 
not within the objectives of appropriating and establishing the three enter- 
prise funds, may be used to establish welfare and award funds in the following 
ratio: one-third of the total amount for the welfare fund and two-thirds for 
the award fund. The specific proportions will be decided by the enterprise 
director with the participation of the basic level trade union. 


During the period in which income taxes are still not being collected from the 
laborer, if the total of the award and welfare funds of the basic unit exceeds 
50 percent of the basic wage fund achieved for the entire year of the enter- 
prise worker, the state will collect a moderate amount in accordance with an 
accrual rate established by the Ministry of Finance. 


Article 16 - An enterprise with a foreign currency fund must have a plan for 
foreign currency receipts and expenditures, and for fulfilling its collection 
and payment obligations to the state concerning the import-export business. 


IV. Regarding the Collective Economy Area (Generalized as the Cooperative) 


Article 17 - The cooperative is authorized to self-generate and expand its 
independently-acquired capital to expand production and business on the basis 
of: 


- Achieving forms of economic association (investment participation, production 
and business cooperation, etc.) with state-operated economic organizations, 
other cooperatives, and family, individual and private economies in accordance 
with the policies, systems and laws of the state, and through the plans of the 
cooperative and the contracts signed between the cooperative and other econonic 
units aad households. 


- Borrowing capital from the bank on the basis of a credit plan or contract 
made with the bark. 
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- Motivating cooperative members to buy shares (in unlimited amounts) and to 
borrow cooperative member capital with a suitable rate of interest in accor- 
dance with bank guidance. 


- Using cooperative funds deposited in the bank in accordance with the require- 
ments of production and business development and to ensure the living standards 
of the cooperative member. 


Article 18 - The state suggests that the cooperative use independently-acquired 
or credit capital for domestic or imported equipment to expand and renew fixed 
assets. 


- The cooperative may repurchase equipment from state-operated facilities, 
other cooperatives, families, individuals and private operators in accordance 
with the policies and laws of the state, and expand self-supply and manufacture 
for in-depth investment in and strengthening and renewal of production capaci- 
ty. The cooperative must be encouraged to fully utilize its abilities to 
gather and attract sources of capital, material and equipment from foreign 
countries in order to develop production in accordance with the policies and 
laws of the state. 


Relying on the principles and themes of reevaluating fixed assets within the 
state-operated economic area, the Ministry of Finance provides guidance in re- 
evaluating the fixed assets of cooperatives and in the system of fixed asset 
depreciation with the purpose of ensuring that the cooperative recovers the 
entire value of fixed assets and ensuring the major repair requirements of 
fixe’ assets. All depreciation charges, including those made in accordance 
with new prices, must be deposited in the bank for vse in major repair and in 
supplementing and renewing the fixed assets of the cooperative. 


Article 19 - The income distribution system of the cooperative harmoniously 
coordinates the three interests, ensures stipulated state budget payment obli- 
gations, unceasingly increases the accumulated and undistributed funds of the 
cooperative, and ensures distribution of income to the cooperative member in a 
manner that is fair and consistent with the production and business results of 
the cooperative. It also expands and perfects product contract methods and 
forms of wage payment to the cooperative member following the principle of 
distribution in accordance with labor. 


Article 20 - The cooperative must strictly comply with the state system of 
financial affairs and accounting, especially the product and service cost 
accounting system of the cooperative. The Ministry of Finance, in conjunction 
with the Statistics General Department, must perfect the financial affairs and 
accounting system of the cooperative to conform with the new management systen, 
to correspond to the specific management characteristics and standards of each 
type of cooperative, and to ensure honest and accurate reflection of the pro- 
duction and business results and the income distribution of the cooperative. 


Article 21 - The Ministry of Finance will provide guidance in implementing 
these regulations along with other concerned ministries for substantiation 
closely matching the characteristics of each type of enterprise, industry, 
agriculture, construction, transportation, trade and service. 


7300 
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TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


HANOI-LAOS BUS ROUTE--Implementing the protocol on cooperation in the fields 
of communicacion and post and telegraph between Vietnam and Laos, a new 

bus service was recently put into operation twice a month on Route 7 

between Hanoi and Xieng Khoang to meet the traveling demands of Vietnamese 
cadres and workers and Lao students. This is the second bus service 

between Hanoi and a Lao province. [Summary] [Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 


9 Jul 86 p 1] /9604 
CSO: 4209/730 
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_ LABOR VIETNAM 


HAIPHONG INTRODUCES WORKER-PURCHASED LABOR INSURANCE 
Haiphor: HAL HONG in Vietnamese 24 Apr 86 p 3 


{[Article: “Temporary Regulations on the Establishment of an Insurance Fund, 
the Purchase of Insurance and the Implementation of an Insurance Policy for 
Laborers in the Municipality of Haiphong” (appended to Municipal People's 
Committee Decision Number 313-Q0/UB dated 15 April 1986)} 


[Text] Purposes 


--The establishment of an insurance fund, the purchase of insurance and the 
implementation of an insurance system for laborers are a policy of profound 
political, economic and social significance, one that expresses the concern of 
our party and state for the laborer and guarantees that the laborer is 
thoroughly cared for by the stgte while he is still able to work and 
participate in social activities, when he is no longer able to work and 
reaches retirement age or when he dies. 


--The establishment of an insurance fund, the purchase of insurance and the 
implementation of an insurance system also reaffirm that the rights and 
obligations of each laborer in society are equal, are considered equally 
important, thus helping to create the conditions for a rational and efficient 
division and utilization of social labor. They will gradually eliminate the 
differences between the workers and civil servants employed by the state and 
other laborers so that every laborer feels secure in his job, works with 
enthusiasm, achieves higher labor productivity and does his part to raise the 
gross social product and national income. 


General Principles 


l. Each laborer within the municipality has the right to purchase labor 
insurance and is eligible for the insurance system defined under these 
regu’ ations (the social insurance system for manual workers and civil servants 
of the state and small industry-handicraft cooperative members will remain in 
effect in accordance with current policy’. 


2. A person is insured for whatever amount of insurance he purchases. A 
person can buy many insurance policies, buy chem for himself and for 
relatives. The longer the length of a policy, the higher the monthly 
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insurance payment is. When a person who has purchased many insurance policies 
loses the ability to work or retires, he receives a subsidy based on the 
number of policies purchased. 


3, When the insured is transferred from the municipality to another locality 
and at his request, he may: 


--Receive a one-time payment equal to the amount of money spent to buy 
insurance plus a cash payment equal to 1 to 3 monthly insurance benefit 
payments, depending upon the amount of time that the policy has been in 
effect; 


--Transfer the premium paid to buy insurance to another person authorized by 
him to receive it or transfer the premium to the locality in which he wil! 
reside if that locality has also established an insurance fund. 


4. When the insured dies, the Labor Insurance Corporation is responsible for 
subsidizing burial costs and, depending upon the amount of time that the 
policy was in effect, paying a sum equal to 2 to 5 monthly insurasce benefit 
payments to the :elatives of the deceased, 


Insurance Systens 


For the immediate future, two insurance systems will be in effect for the 
labor sector. As these systems are implemented, we will gain experience and 
gradually expand the insurance systems when conditions permit. 


l. The disability and retirement system: 


Male laborers 6@ years of age or older and female laborers 55 years of age or 
older or laborers who, regardless of the circumstances, lose 68 percent or 
more of their ability to work who voluntarily buy insurance are eiigible for 
this insurance system. 


2. Burial costs: 


When the insured is laid to rest, the insurance fund provides the follcwing: 


--A coffin (average quality); 

--6 meters of linen for the shroud; 
--Incense, candles; 

--The hearse rental fee. 


If the above items are not needed for burial, the agency or relative making 
funeral arrangements will be paid in money at current state prices for the 
above. 


Insurance Costs and Benefit Payments 


l. A laborer can buy labor insurance ance receive labor insurance benefit 
payments at the Labor Insurance Cvrporation of the Labor Service or at 
insurance purchase and payment offices in the wards, districts, subwards, 
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Villages and towns (labor insurance benefit payments are received at the same 
place where the insurance was purchased). 


2. A laborer can buy insurance monthly, at the cost of 18 dong per month, or 
for the entire year, and can buy many policies. 


3. When he loses the ability to work or retires, the insured receives a 
monthiy subsidy of 480 dong if he has been insured for 28 years or more; a 
subsicy of 488 dong per month if he has been insured for more than 25 years; 
and a monthly subsidy of 560 dong for the rest of his life if he has been 
insured for 30 years or more. 


4. The insured is issued an insurance book to keep track of insurance 
purchases and insurance benefit payments. If this book is lost, che insured 
must notify the issuing unit so that a new book can be started. 


Articles of Enforcement 


The labor sector, as the specialized staff organization of the various party 
committee echelons and levels of administration, has the responsibility of 
Closely coordinating with the other sectors ard units in guidiny the effective 
implenentation of these regulations. 


The Labor Service will establish a Labor Insurance Corporation subordinate to 
the service to implement insurance purchases and payments for laborers all the 
way down to the subward and village levels. This corporation will have the 
status of an individual under the law, have its own seal and be authorized to 
open an account at the bank. 


The corporation has the authority to use insurance funds to invest in 
production-business activities in accordance with policies and regulations to 
protect the interests of those who buy labor insurance. 


The corporation will pay for its expenditures through its own revenues, If 
there are insufficient insurance funds and it becomes impossible to make 
payments to insured persons, the necessary additional funding will be provided 
from the local budget. Each management cost is to be paid from insurance 
funds. At the start, funds will be allocated from the municipal budget to pay 
the salaries and wages of the corporation's cadres, manual workers and civil 
servants, make necessary purchases and cover the costs of professional 
training. 


One cadre who is qualified to serve as the assistant chief of the Labor Office 
specializing in insurance work will be assigned to each ward and district. 


In the process of implementation, the vaiivus sectors, levels and units must 
submit timely reports to the Labor Service so that it can review the situation 
and report to the Municipal People’s Committee so that it can solve problems 
which arise and amend or revise these regulations accordingly. 


7889 
CSO: 4209/6780 
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HEALTH, EDUCATICN, AND WELFARE VIETNAM 


JOURNALIST CALLS FOR TRUTH TO BE PRINTED IN PRESS 
Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in Vietnamese 11 Jun 86 p 2 
[Article by Xuan Thu: "The Journalist Sees, Writes the Truth"] 


(Text] The advantage to being «4 journalist is that one hears party and 
state policies announced earlier than in some cectors (in order to pass thes 
on in propaganda) and can go owt and witness the practical situation before 
other sectors (in order to reflect it in the press in a timely fashion). 


So much for the advantages of the journalist. His disadvantage is that. 
although he learns things earlier than anyone else, he cannot act directly 
or verify news directly, but must go through many sources and interview many 
persons, 90 it is easy to be one-sided and inaccurate. Espacially ina 
situation of pervasive, nationwide bureaucratic centralism and government 
subsidies, if a journalist only hears things broadcast from above and only 
follows leadership echelons and levels, without getting deeply immersed in 
the real situation and out among the masses, he can very easily becone 
bureaucratic and lose sensitivity. 


Wevertheless, hoping to make some small contribution on the occasion of the 
Party Congress, I wish to address in this article another 
aspect--objectivity (in leadership and out in society), wiich has extensive 
influence on the journalist in that it limits his ability to see and write 
the truth. 


I remember an autumn-winter border operation in 1950, when I was following a 
unit conducting an attack on Ban We Post, along Route No. 4. Our troops 
suddenly opened fire (even employing artillery at point-b’ank range), and 
the enemy suffered extreme damage, but the French used a system of strong 
pillboxes and tunnels to resist resolutely, and we failed in several 
assaults and had to withdraw. The next day. the combat headquarters 
released an announcement and required that all journalists adhere to it in 
their reports: our trcops had overrun Ban Ne Post! When I objected, the 
unit's cadre in charge of propaganda replied, "We are reporting it as a 
victory primarily to mobilize soldiers throughcut the operation and to stir 
up the rear service elements to support the front. Who would come to this 
unit deep in the jungle, anyway? Besides, if we had taken the post, the 
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enemy would come and taken it back again (at that time, we were not 
stressing occupation of posts and taking zround). 


I could only...concede, and in my report in CUU QUOC TRUNG UONG I wrote: 
"After explosive volleys, our unit valiantly assaulted the post on a misty 
afternoon. The reader might understand that our troops entered the post, 
but could also understand that they only advanced on the post! 


After that, going to write about the countryside (land reform, agricultural 
tax, cooperativization, production), I went to many places and saw man, 
imprudent, erroneous things done by local cadres, such as jacking up output, 
forcing farmers into cooperatives, and using falsification to win the 
distinction of achieving 5 tons per hectare. Villagers I met ina "5 ton" 
village said, "Where are those 5 tons--we only get a few ounces of paddy 
after a day's work a.c go to work hungry!" There were periods of intense 
effort, of imitating "leaps forward," periods in which localities vied with 
each other by setting output goals of not only 5 tons, but several dozen 
tons per hectare. Vinh Linh even pledged to achieve 50 tons! When I askec 
a comrade in the Central Peasant Association about this strange and 
unscientific story, he replied, "The peasants are now very diligent. 
Criticism from us would be like pouring cold water on the movement." 


At all levels of society, there gradually appeared a sector of leadership 
cadres who liked to exaggerate achievements and did not want to tell the 
truth. The question of stating that we had won a battle with che enemy when 
we had not destroyed him (a mistake, but not a complete wrong, due to 
immaturity in propaganda and motivation) gave way to outright lying, a 
serious disease from top to bottom that violated the trust of the masses. 
The "red paint" disease had reached its zenith, out in society as well as in 
the newspapers, when we moved into econumic construction and socialist 
reform on a large scale. There was willingness only to speak of 
achievements, an unwillingness to mention failures. Anyone saying or 
writing anything bad could easily get a reputation for "painting black." 
The press, probably more than anyone else, feared these two words. It was 
better to be characterized as "painting red" that "painting black," though 
they knew that red paint caused damage to the people and the party as much 
as, or more than, black paint. 


It was my own experience that, when I was in Hanoi and wrote a series of 
feature articles onthe "Decline of Democracy in Neighborhoods," public 
security forces came to the newspaper office asking for the author, 
intending to cause trouble, but the general editor of the paper did not 
allow them to meet me. CUU QUOC Newspaper once published a column entitled 
"Acupuncture and Cauterization," which criticized bureaucracy and was 
objected to by many agencies. Half joking and half sad, the general editor 
said, "From now on, we may criticize with impunity the scamp urinating in 
the street and the child putting his feet up on the chair!" "Acupuncture 
and Cauterization" was then discontinued! 


106 








Only a few years ago, SAIGON GIAI PHONG sent journalists--me among them--up 
to Song Be Province to obtain information for a special issue on new 
economic zones. Two full pages of the paper were devoted to laudatory 
material, while only a small blurb (a "brief") described the house provided 
compatriots who went out to the new economic zone as looking just like a 
shed: four open, solitary posts and a thatched roof. I wrote, "House or 
shed?" The new economic zone committee of Song Be objected vehemently, 
confiscated nearly 100 SAIGON GIAI PHONG newspapers, and did not allow them 
to be distributed. The newspaper office intervened repeatedly, but was only 
reimbursed the price of the papers. 


The negative situation in the countryside--corruption and theft of paddy, 
materials, and work-points, hand-in-hand with a governmental apparatus in 
many places that was becoming increasingly arbitrary and undemocratic and 
was creating many "new bullies"--was known by writers and the people alike, 
but no one dared say or write anything about it. Before 10 years had passed 
after liberation, the countryside of the south had CU LAO TRAM, while the 
north still had none after 30 years. Although the author of CU LAO TRAM was 
a resident of the north and fully cognizant, the "times" did not yet allow 
it. A reading of the recent article, "Opinion of the People of Dong Hoa 
Village, Thai Binh Province” in the 6 June 1986 issue of NHAN DAN makes it 
clear that there are rather serious failures inthe countryside of the 
north. 


One might say that peasants in many places lack confidence in the party, 
principally because of seeing poor-quality cadres and party members. I 
cannot help a feeling of hurt when I hear peasants ina village say to me 
about the party, "Where is the party? We only see thieves with bulging 
pockets." Meanwhile, newspapers and radio broadcasts continue to repeat 
over and over that our cadres are basically good, with only a few... 


Many leadership cadres very much dislike hearing anything negative. At 
meetings out on the battlefield, I usually discussed shortcomings and 
inequalities I saw ona visit lower echelons, and some leadership comrade 
would correct me: 


"How come when you come back froma visit to subordinate units you never 
have anything good to say, only negative things!" 


Only now, on the occasion of the Sixth Party Congress, at the upsurge of a 
self-criticism and criticism drive, no small number of leadership cadres 
have come to see that they must allow newspapers and magazines to perform 
the work entrusted to them by the party and the people, which is to see the 
truth, write the truth, and develop democracy at lower levels. In some 
places some leadership cadres have begun to listen carefully to public 
opinion. Newspapers and magazines are also tending to see and write the 
truth. 


There is no way for criticism and self-criticism not to go hand-in-hand with 
expanding democracy and activating the role of newspapers and magazines. 








Periodicals have changed over just the past few months, especially in Ho Chi 
Minh City. 


Many events and issues disclosed in the papers have stirred up public 
opinion and startled violators or accomplices! It is only a beginning, but 
it has proven that periodicals are very useful once they perform their real 
function. It is a pity that for many years we did not take advantage of the 
role of periodicals in fighting failure, deception, and misuse of power. It 
was nearly as if newspapers and magazines were only for praise, written 
according to the viewpoint above rather than the aspirations below, so the 
role of periodicals was very limited. The time has come to have periodicals 
truly become sharp, effective weapons for the party and the lectern of the 
people; journalists must see the truth and tell the truth; newspapers and 
magazines must be true implements of social inspection. 


9830 
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